Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Development Plan
Examiner’s Clarification Note: Grafton Underwood Parish Council’s response

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your Clarification Note, its positive tone is very
much appreciated. There are only a few matters which need a response and these are
addressed below:

Policy GU5

LGS4 (0.67ha) and LGS6 (0.73ha) are both located centrally within the village and considered to
make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area and the historic and rural character of
Grafton Underwood. These open spaces also provide for the setting of St James’ Church (Grade
| Listed Building) and several nearby Listed Buildings. Physical and defensible boundaries have
been used to define the extent of these Local Green Spaces, seeking to ensure they are local in
scale and not extensive tracts of land.

A detailed assessment has been undertaken for all of the Local Green Spaces and can be
accessed using the following link:

What has been done so far — Grafton Underwood Parish Council
Policy GU6
The following revised policy wording is suggested: -

Development should not harm the network of local ecological features and habitats as shown
on Map 5 and the Policies Map.

New development will be expected to maintain and enhance these local wildlife and potential
local wildlife sites, and other ecological corridors and landscape features (such as
watercourses, hedgerows and treelines). As well as delivering an overall net gain for Biodiversity.

All new development should integrate features such as bat boxes, bird boxes and hedgehog
highways to support biodiversity.

Policy GUS8

The Parish Council is supportive of the suggested modifications.
Policy GU9

The Parish Council is supportive of the suggested modifications.
Policy GU18

The Parish Council is supportive of the suggested modifications.
Policy GU19

Residents living in the village are heavily reliant on the private car for their journeys, in light of
the lack of public transport and the lack of village services and facilities. The 2021 census
identifies car ownership in Grafton Underwood as 87.9%, compared to 76.5% across England.

Levels of on-street parking was raised as a concern through the public consultation undertaken
by the parish Council in May 2022. High levels of car ownership and reliance on the private car
for journeys in turn creates a parking demand. Parking issues are identified in the supporting


https://graftonunderwood-pc.gov.uk/what-has-been-done-so-far/

text and the policy seeks to reinforce existing parking standards in the County and not
exacerbate the parking issues faced in the village. In addition, the parking standards were
adopted after the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.

Representations

The Parish Council has reviewed the representations on the Submitted Neighbourhood Plan and
would like to make the following comments:

North Northamptonshire Council Strategic Housing:

Grafton Underwood is not a suitable place for housing development. The village’s services and
facilities are limited, and the lack of public transport means that residents rely on the private car
for their journeys. Our Neighbourhood Plan is only expected to allocate housing sites if there is a
local desire to do so. Therefore, in February/March 2023, the Parish Council undertook
focussed, local consultation on housing issues to gauge local support for more housing. The
consultation identified 8 potential housing sites and basic information on each site, (including
factors such as heritage, landscape and nature conservation), was provided in the form of
supporting documents made available. A preferred housing site was also identified.

Feedback was sought on the issues raised and there was opportunity for those responding to
advise if they supported or objected to the allocation of a housing site in Grafton Underwood, if
they supported the development of First Homes (a form of affordable housing) in the Village and
which of the potential housing sites they preferred. The consultation showed that there was
little support for further housing, other than infill, in the village- even First Homes. Parallel
consultation with the Boughton Estate also demonstrated that the landowner of the identified
sites had little enthusiasm for delivering affordable housing.

The need for affordable housing arising from a community of just 130 residents would inevitably
be very small and with little community or landowner support further housing provision, either
affordable or market, the Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate a site for
new housing development or make provision for affordable housing.

Of course, in the unlikely event that circumstances change, Policy 13 of the Joint Core Strategy
could be engaged to help deliver a rural exception scheme for affordable housing but in the
meantime, the Parish Council wishes to avoid unnecessary duplication of policies and sees no
need to reproduce or signpost strategic Policy 13.

Architects Ltd:

Policy GU10 seeks the creation of well-designed buildings whilst reflecting the local character,
supported by the guidelines set out in the Grafton Underwood Design Guide (2020).

Pat Bird
Clerk to Grafton Underwood Parish Council
3" February 2026



