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1. Introduction 

Legal Requirements 

1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal 
requirements of Part 5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 by: 

a) Detailing the persons and bodies who were consulted about 
the proposed neighbourhood development plan; 

b) Outlining how these persons and bodies were consulted; 
c) Providing a summary of the main issues and concerns raised;  
d) Reviewing how these issues and concerns have been 

considered and, where relevant, addressed in the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan. 

Consultation Process  

1.2 Throughout the process of producing the Grafton Underwood 
Neighbourhood Plan a more in-depth consultation process has 
been undertaken than the minimum standards set out in the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

1.3 The aims of the consultation process was to: 
 Ensure that the Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Plan was fully 

informed by the views and priorities of local residents, businesses, 
and key local stakeholders; 

 Ensure that detailed consultation took place at all stages of the 
process, especially where key priorities needed to be set; 

 Engage with as broad a cross-section of the community as possible, 
using a variety of consultation and communication techniques 

 Ensure consultation results were used to inform subsequent stages 
of the Neighbourhood Planning process. 

1.4 Consultation and preparation of the plan has been led by Grafton 
Underwood Parish Council, with professional support provided by 
Planit-X Town and Country Planning Services.   

1.5 Throughout the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Grafton 
Underwood Parish Council website has been used to provide 
information and updates on the Plan’s progress and is a source of 
material and evidence used in the Plan’s preparation. Local people 
have also been informed through social media and leaflet drops. 

1.6 The programme of consultations undertaken throughout the 
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, is summarised below. 
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Activity Date 
Community Consultation 
‘Drop In’ Events 

5 May 2002 and 6 May 2022 

Meet with Boughton 
Estate 

14 July 2022 

Housing Site Consultation  February – March 2023 

Pre-Submission 
Consultation on the Draft 
Plan 

22 July 2024 to 2 September 2024 

1.7 This Consultation Statement provides an overview of each of the 
above stages of consultation in accordance with Section 15 (2) of 
Part 5 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  
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2. Neighbourhood Plan Area 

Designation 

2.1 The Neighbourhood Plan Area comprises the whole of Grafton 
Underwood Parish.  It was designated as a Neighbourhood Area on 
3 June 2019, following an application made by Grafton Underwood 
Parish Council as the ‘Qualifying Body’, under Part 2, Section 5 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. 

2.2 In accordance with Regulations 5/5A of the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), the Grafton 
Underwood Neighbourhood Area was formally designated by 
Kettering Borough Council .1 

2.3 A map showing the area to be covered by the plan can be viewed 
below.  
  

 
1 Following local government reorganisation, North Northamptonshire Council came into being on 

1 April 2021. The North Northamptonshire unitary area covers the former district and borough 

councils of Corby, East Northants, Kettering and Wellingborough which have been abolished. 
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3. Community Consultation ‘Drop In’ Events 
Dates Thursday 5 May 2022 and Friday 6 May 2022, 

4.00pm to 7.00pm 
Venue Grafton Underwood Village Hall 

Format Community ‘Drop In’ Event 

Publicity A leaflet advertising the event was delivered to all 
premises in the village of Grafton Underwood.  The 
event was also advertised on the local events 
Facebook Page. Notice posted on the Parish 
Council noticeboard 

Attendees Approximately 41 residents attended the event 
over the 2 days. 

Overview 

3.1 These initial consultation events were primarily held to inform local 
people about the neighbourhood plan process and to explore the 
key issues that the neighbourhood plan needed to look at.  It also 
provided an opportunity for residents to have a say about the 
future of their area.  

Who was consulted.   

3.2 The aim was to engage and 
consult with as many members of 
the local community as possible as 
well as local stakeholders.  A 
leaflet publicising the event was 
delivered to every household in 
the village.  The events were also 
advertised on the Parish Council 
noticeboard and the local events 
Facebook Page.   

How were people consulted 

3.3 Throughout the event a video was played providing background 
information on Neighbourhood Planning and its role.  Members of 
the Parish Council were on hand to answer any queries. 

3.4 A number of exhibition banners were displayed at the events 
alongside additional background information.  The banners included 
the following information: 

- The Role of the Neighbourhood Plan 

- The Local Plan and Housing in Grafton Underwood 

F IGURE 1:  CONSULTATION LEAF LET 
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- Design and Character 

- History and Heritage 

- Local Green Space 

- Important Views 

3.5 A series of maps were made 
available for attendees to identify 
specific features, such a housing 
sites, local heritage assets, 
important views and green spaces 
to be protected from development. 
Attendees were also encouraged to 
make comments on what they liked 
and did not like about their parish, 
and to identify what could be 
improved and what should be 
protected. 

Issues, priorities and concerns 
raised 

3.6 Approximately 41 attendees participated at these community 
events.  A summary of the comments received is provided below. 

Open Spaces 
  

 Overall support for the protection and preservation of the 
identified open spaces. 

 They are a community resource which contribute to the 
character and peacefulness of the village. 

 Question the need to protect the larger areas of open space 
that sit outside of the village boundary. 

 Important Views 
  

 Viewpoints to the church and village green should be 
uninterrupted 

 Views into the village are considered important. 
 Views are important to retain the rural character of the 

village and its setting. 
Housing 

 New build housing development not supported and would 
be detrimental to the character of the village.  

F IGURE 2:  DROP IN EVENT 
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 Support for barn conversions and conversion of agricultural 
building, in a sympathetic manner, to provide for new 
housing. 

 Any affordable housing should be retained as such in 
perpetuity. 
 

Design and Character 

 Village has a unique and tranquil character and is highly 
valued. 

 Character should be preserved and retained with new 
development sympathetic to, and in keeping, with the 
village’s character. 

 Boundary walls and open spaces and landscaping, all 
contribute to the character of the village. 

 Preserve the separation of the village from other 
villages/towns in the locality. 

 
Heritage 

 Support for the protection of the village’s heritage assets  
 Areas of Ridge and Furrow to be preserved. 
 Support for the preservation and improvement to the airfield. 

 

Traffic 

 Additional development will increase the levels of on-street 
parking and traffic levels through the village 
 

Infrastructure 

 Additional healthcare facilities are needed 
 No windfarm development.  Solar energy development 

maybe acceptable. 
 

Environment 

 Loss of wildlife.  Seek opportunities to improve biodiversity, 
for example, bat boxes and swallow brick course. 

 Flooding of properties is a concern 
 Light, noise and traffic pollution should be kept to a 

minimum. 
 Tranquillity of village should be protected. 
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How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been 
considered 

3.7 The feedback from the events helped identify the key issues needed 
to be addressed by the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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4. Meeting with Boughton Estate   
Dates 14th July 2022 

Format Informal Meeting 

Publicity Not applicable 

Responses Not applicable 

Overview 

4.1 A meeting took place between a representative of Boughton 
Estate, a Parish Councillor and Planit-X Town and Country Planning 
Services.  This provided an opportunity to discuss the 
Neighbourhood Plan and provide initial feedback from the public 
consultation, as well as to engage with the Boughton Estate, being 
an important landowner in the Neighbourhood Area.  The Estate’s 
aspirations were also discussed alongside any potential 
development sites within its ownership. 

How the Issues discussed have been considered 

4.2 Information provided and issues discussed at the meeting were 
used to inform the Housing Site Consultation undertaken in 
February – March 2023. 
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5. Housing Site Consultation  
Date February – March 2023 

Format Response Form 

Format Consultation Leaflet delivered to all properties in 
the villages.  Email to Boughton Estate and North 
Northants Council.  Publicised on the Parish 
Council website and the local Facebook page. 

Responses 32 completed response forms. 

Overview 

5.1 One of the key issues raised at the consultation events concerned 
new housing in the village of Grafton Underwood.  Therefore, the 
Parish Council undertook some further public consultation on this in 
order to explore this issue further. 

Who was consulted 

5.2 A Consultation Leaflet was delivered to all households in the 
village.  This provided an overview of the potential housing 
allocation sites considered and identified the preferred site.  The 
consultation was also advertised on the Parish Council web site and 
social media. 

How were people consulted 

5.3 The Consultation Leaflet 
provided a summary of the eight 
potential housing allocations and 
the preferred allocation.  A 
detailed assessment of each site 
was made available on the Parish 
Council’s website.  Advice was 
sought from a number of key 
stakeholders when preparing 
these assessments including the 
local authority, highway 
authority, Anglian Water and the 
Environment Agency.  

5.4 The leaflet sought to identify if 
there was support for a housing 
allocation in the village, and if 
there was, which was the 
preferred site.  There was also opportunity to promote an 
alternative site.  Responses were to be returned by 13th March 2023.     

F IGURE 3: HOUSING CONSULTATION LEAF LET  
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Issues, Priorities and Concerns Raised 

5.5 A total of 32 comments received.  As a summary, 20 of the 
responses did not support a housing allocation in the village and 
only 9 responses confirmed support.  A Housing Consultation 
Statement was prepared to provide a detailed review of the 
responses received. 

5.6 In light of the level of objection received to the consultation, the 
Parish Council decided not to proceed with a housing allocation 
forming part of the Neighbourhood Plan.   

How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been 
considered 

5.7 The feedback from the consultation event helped inform the 
preparation of the (Pre-Submission) Draft version of the Grafton 
Underwood Neighbourhood Plan.  
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6. Pre-Submission Consultation on the Draft Grafton 
Underwood Neighbourhood Plan 
Dates 22 July 2024 to 2 September 2024 

Format Response form 

Publicity Fliers were delivered to properties in the village.  
Stakeholders contacted via email.  Advertised on 
Facebook. 
 
The consultation was posted on the Parish 
Council’s website, along with a copy of the plan 
made available for download along with 
supporting documentation. 

Responses 11 representations 

Overview 

6.1 As required under Part 5, Section 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012, the Parish Council undertook a pre-
submission consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 

6.2 Within this period the Parish Council: 

a) Publicised the draft neighbourhood development plan to all 
that live, work, or do business within the Parishes. 

b) Outlined where and when the draft neighbourhood 
development plan could be inspected. 

c) Detailed how to make representations, and the date by which 
these should be received. 

d) Consulted any statutory consultation body (referred to in 
Paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012) whose interests may be affected by 
the proposals within the draft neighbourhood development 
plan. 

e) Sent a copy of the proposed neighbourhood development plan 
to the local planning authority. 

Who was consulted 

6.3 The Parish Council publicised the draft neighbourhood plan to all of 
those that live, work, or do business within the Parishes and 
provided a variety of mechanisms to both view the plan and to 
make representations.  



 

 

 

13 
 

6.4 A flier publicising the consultation was delivered to all premises in 
the village.  The consultation was posted on Facebook.  The draft 
plan and all supporting documents were made available on the 
parish council website. 

6.5 The Parish Council also formally consulted the bodies identified 
within Paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012. Appendix 1 sets out the bodies and 
organisations that were invited to make representations. 

6.6 Representations from 11 individuals or organisations were received 
within the consultation period. A list and summary of these 
representations is attached in Appendix 2 and 3.  

How were people consulted 

6.7 A flier publicising the Pre-Submission Draft of the Plan was 
delivered to all premises in the Parish. It provided a background to 
the Neighbourhood Plan, a summary of the Neighbourhood Plan’s 
policies and how to make representations. 

6.8 Statutory consultation bodies and other key stakeholders were 
contacted individually and invited to make representations on the 
draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

6.9 Representations on the draft Plan were invited using a standard 
representation form, available on the website. Responses could 
also be provided using emails or made in writing. 

Issues, Priorities and Concerns Raised 

6.10 The representations received have been reviewed and the detailed 
summary of representations (Appendix 3) provides an explanation 
of why changes have or have not been made to the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

6.11 This consultation gave rise to changes to the Draft Neighbourhood 
Plan in relation to several issues. However, these changes have 
been minor, relating to clarification, consistency and additional 
information, and have not required major amendments to Plan 
policies or proposals. 

 

How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been 
considered 

6.12 All comments received were considered and used to develop and 
improve the Neighbourhood Plan and the changes made have 
been incorporated into the Submission Version of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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7. Conclusion 

7.1 The publicity, engagement and consultation undertaken to support 
the preparation of the Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Plan has 
been open and transparent, with opportunities provided for those 
that live, work and do business within the Neighbourhood Area to 
contribute to the process, make comment, and to raise issues, 
priorities and concerns. 

7.2 All statutory requirements have been met and additional 
consultation, engagement, and research has been completed. 

7.3 This Consultation Statement has been produced to document the 
consultation and engagement process undertaken, considered to 
comply with Part 5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 
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Appendix 1: Pre-submission Grafton Underwood 
Neighbourhood Plan – Consultees 
Action Deafness 
Age UK Northamptonshire 
Ancient Monuments Society 
Anglian Water 
Canal and River Trust 
Coal Authority 
Councillor Lloyd Bunday 
Councillor Elliot Prentice 
Councillor Mark Rowley 
Country Land and Business Association 
CPRE (Northamptonshire) 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities 
East Midlands Chamber 
Environment Agency 
Federation of Muslim Organisations Leicestershire (FMO) 
Federation of Small Businesses 
Health and Safety Executive 
Highways England 
Historic England 
Historic England 
Historic England 
Homes England 
Midlands Rural Housing 
Mobile Operators Association 
National Farmers Union (East Midlands Region) 
National Gas Transmission 
National Grid Electricity Transmission 
National Highways (Midlands) 
Natural England 
Nene CCG 
Nene Valley Archaeological Trust 
Nene Valley Community Action 
Network Rail (Property) 
NHS Northamptonshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) 
North Northamptonshire County Council 
Northamptonshire ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) 
Northamptonshire Archaeological Society 
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre 
Northamptonshire Black Communities Together 
Northamptonshire Police 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner 
Northamptonshire Police, Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service 
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Northamptonshire Traveller Unit (NTU) 
Sport England 
Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire 
Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire 
Brigstock Parish Council 
Lowick & Slipton Parish Council 
Cranford Parish Council 
Kettering Town Parish Council 
Warkton Parish Council 
Rosie Wrighting MP 
Boughton Estate 
Grafton Underwood Airfield 
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Appendix 2: Pre-Submission Grafton Underwood 
Neighbourhood Plan – Representors 
North Northamptonshire Council 
Canal Trust 
Health and Safety Executive 
National Highways 
Environment Agency 
Sport England 
Historic England 
Natural England 
Anglian Water 
National Grid 
National Gas 
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Appendix 3: Pre-submission Grafton Underwood 
Neighbourhood Plan – Summary of Consultation 
Responses 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-the
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-the
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-the


 

 

 

38 
 

 



 

 

 

39 
 

 



 

 

 

40 
 

 



 

 

 

41 
 

 



 

 

 

42 
 

 



 

 

 

43 
 

 



 

 

 

44 
 

 



 

 

 

45 
 

 



 

 

 

46 
 

 



 

 

 

47 
 

 



 

 

 

48 
 

 



 

 

 

49 
 

 



 

 

 

50 
 

 



 

 

 

51 
 

 



 

 

 

52 
 

 



 

 

 

53 
 

 



 

 

 

54 
 

 



 

 

 

55 
 

 



 

 

 

56 
 

 



 

 

 

57 
 

 



 

 

 

58 
 

 



 

 

 

59 
 

 



 

 

 

60 
 

 



 

 

 

61 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

62 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

63 
 

 

 



 

 

 

64 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

65 
 

 



 

 

 

66 
 

 



 

 

 

67 
 

 



 

 

 

68 
 

 



 

 

 

69 
 

 



 

 

 

70 
 

 

https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
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