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1.6

Introduction

Legal Requirements

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal
requirements of Part 5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 by:

a) Detailing the persons and bodies who were consulted about
the proposed neighbourhood development plan;

b) Outlining how these persons and bodies were consulted;

c) Providing a summary of the main issues and concerns raised;

d) Reviewing how these issues and concerns have been
considered and, where relevant, addressed in the proposed
neighbourhood development plan.

Consultation Process

Throughout the process of producing the Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Plan a more in-depth consultation process has
been undertaken than the minimum standards set out in the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

The aims of the consultation process was to:

Ensure that the Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Plan was fully
informed by the views and priorities of local residents, businesses,
and key local stakeholders;

Ensure that detailed consultation took place at all stages of the
process, especially where key priorities needed to be set;

Engage with as broad a cross-section of the community as possible,
using a variety of consultation and communication techniques
Ensure consultation results were used to inform subsequent stages
of the Neighbourhood Planning process.

Consultation and preparation of the plan has been led by Grafton
Underwood Parish Council, with professional support provided by
Planit-X Town and Country Planning Services.

Throughout the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Grafton
Underwood Parish Council website has been used to provide
information and updates on the Plan’s progress and is a source of
material and evidence used in the Plan's preparation. Local people
have also been informed through social media and leaflet drops.

The programme of consultations undertaken throughout the
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, is summarised below.
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Community Consultation 5 May 2002 and 6 May 2022
‘Drop In" Events

Meet with Boughton 14 July 2022

Estate

Housing Site Consultation = February — March 2023

Pre-Submission 22 July 2024 to 2 September 2024
Consultation on the Draft
Plan

This Consultation Statement provides an overview of each of the
above stages of consultation in accordance with Section 15 (2) of

Part 5 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.



2. Neighbourhood Plan Area

Designation

21  The Neighbourhood Plan Area comprises the whole of Grafton
Underwood Parish. It was designated as a Neighbourhood Area on
3 June 2019, following an application made by Grafton Underwood
Parish Council as the ‘Qualifying Body’, under Part 2, Section 5 of the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

2.2 In accordance with Regulations 5/5A of the Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), the Grafton
Underwood Neighbourhood Area was formally designated by
Kettering Borough Council

23 A map showing the area to be covered by the plan can be viewed
below.

1 Following local government reorganisation, North Northamptonshire Council came into being on
1 April 2021. The North Northamptonshire unitary area covers the former district and borough
councils of Corby, East Northants, Kettering and Wellingborough which have been abolished.

3
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Community Consultation ‘Drop In’ Events

Dates Thursday 5 May 2022 and Friday 6 May 2022,
4.00pm to 7.00pm

Venue Grafton Underwood Village Hall

Format Community ‘Drop In" Event

Publicity A leaflet advertising the event was delivered to all

premises in the village of Grafton Underwood. The
event was also advertised on the local events
Facebook Page. Notice posted on the Parish
Council noticeboard

Attendees Approximately 41 residents attended the event

over the 2 days.

Overview

These initial consultation events were primarily held to inform local
people about the neighbourhood plan process and to explore the
key issues that the neighbourhood plan needed to look at. It also
provided an opportunity for residents to have a say about the
future of their area.

Who was consulted. Neighbourhood

The aim was to engage and Plan
consult with as many members of
the local community as possible as
well as local stakeholders. A
leaflet publicising the event was
delivered to every household in
the village. The events were also
advertised on the Parish Council AM INVITATION

noticeboard and the local events T Harve your Say in Planning
%
Facebook Page.

FIGURE 1: CONSULTATION LEAFLET
How were people consulted

Throughout the event a video was played providing background
information on Neighbourhood Planning and its role. Members of
the Parish Council were on hand to answer any queries.

A number of exhibition banners were displayed at the events
alongside additional background information. The banners included
the following information:

- The Role of the Neighbourhood Plan

- The Local Plan and Housing in Grafton Underwood
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3.6

- Design and Character
- History and Heritage
- Local Green Space

- Important Views

A series of maps were made
available for attendees to identify
specific features, such a housing
sites, local heritage  assets,
important views and green spaces
to be protected from development.
Attendees were also encouraged to
make comments on what they liked
and did not like about their parish,
and to identify what could be
improved and what should be
protected.

FIGURE 2: DROP IN EVENT

Issues, priorities and concerns
raised

Approximately 41 attendees participated at these community
events. A summary of the comments received is provided below.

Overall support for the protection and preservation of the
identified open spaces.

They are a community resource which contribute to the
character and peacefulness of the village.

Question the need to protect the larger areas of open space
that sit outside of the village boundary.

Viewpoints to the church and village green should be
uninterrupted

Views into the village are considered important.

Views are important to retain the rural character of the
village and its setting.

New build housing development not supported and would
be detrimental to the character of the village.



Support for barn conversions and conversion of agricultural
building, in a sympathetic manner, to provide for new
housing.

Any affordable housing should be retained as such in
perpetuity.

Village has a unique and tranquil character and is highly
valued.

Character should be preserved and retained with new
development sympathetic to, and in keeping, with the
village's character.

Boundary walls and open spaces and landscaping, all
contribute to the character of the village.

Preserve the separation of the village from other
villages/towns in the locality.

Support for the protection of the village's heritage assets
Areas of Ridge and Furrow to be preserved.
Support for the preservation and improvement to the airfield.

Additional development will increase the levels of on-street
parking and traffic levels through the village

Additional healthcare facilities are needed
No windfarm development. Solar energy development
maybe acceptable.

Loss of wildlife. Seek opportunities to improve biodiversity,
for example, bat boxes and swallow brick course.

Flooding of properties is a concern

Light, noise and traffic pollution should be kept to a
minimum.

Tranquillity of village should be protected.



3.7

How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been
considered

The feedback fromthe events helped identify the key issues needed
to be addressed by the Neighbourhood Plan.
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4.2

Meeting with Boughton Estate

Dates 14t July 2022

Format Informal Meeting

Publicity Not applicable

Responses Not applicable
Overview

A meeting took place between a representative of Boughton
Estate, a Parish Councillor and Planit-X Town and Country Planning
Services. This provided an opportunity to discuss the
Neighbourhood Plan and provide initial feedback from the public
consultation, as well as to engage with the Boughton Estate, being
an important landowner in the Neighbourhood Area. The Estate's
aspirations were also discussed alongside any potential
development sites within its ownership.

How the Issues discussed have been considered

Information provided and issues discussed at the meeting were
used to inform the Housing Site Consultation undertaken in
February - March 2023.
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5.1

5.2

53
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Housing Site Consultation

Date February - March 2023
Format Response Form
Format Consultation Leaflet delivered to all properties in

the villages. Email to Boughton Estate and North
Northants Council. Publicised on the Parish
Council website and the local Facebook page.

Responses 32 completed response forms.

Overview

One of the key issues raised at the consultation events concerned
new housing in the village of Grafton Underwood. Therefore, the
Parish Council undertook some further public consultation on this in
order to explore this issue further.

Who was consulted

A Consultation Leaflet was delivered to all households in the
village. This provided an overview of the potential housing
allocation sites considered and identified the preferred site. The
consultation was also advertised on the Parish Council web site and
social media.

How were people consulted

The Consultation Leaflet Geaftan Undarwood Nokhturhond Plan
provided a summary of the eight o= —
potential housing allocations and :
the preferred allocation. A
detailed assessment of each site
was made available on the Parish
Council's website. Advice was
sought from a number of key
stakeholders when preparing
these assessments including the
local authority, highway
authority, Anglian Water and the

Environment Agency.

Fratwrml ifa

The leaflet sought to identify if
there was support for a housing
allocation in the village, and if
there was, which was the
preferred site. There was also opportunity to promote an
alternative site. Responses were to be returned by 13t March 2023.

FIGURE 3: HOUSING CONSULTATION LEAFLET

10
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5.6

57

Issues, Priorities and Concerns Raised

A total of 32 comments received. As a summary, 20 of the
responses did not support a housing allocation in the village and
only 9 responses confirmed support. A Housing Consultation
Statement was prepared to provide a detailed review of the
responses received.

In light of the level of objection received to the consultation, the
Parish Council decided not to proceed with a housing allocation
forming part of the Neighbourhood Plan.

How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been
considered

The feedback from the consultation event helped inform the
preparation of the (Pre-Submission) Draft version of the Grafton
Underwood Neighbourhood Plan.

11



6.

6.1

6.2

6.3

Pre-Submission Consultation on the Draft Grafton
Underwood Neighbourhood Plan

Dates 22 July 2024 to 2 September 2024
Format Response form
Publicity Fliers were delivered to properties in the village.

Stakeholders contacted via email. Advertised on
Facebook.

The consultation was posted on the Parish
Council's website, along with a copy of the plan
made available for download along with
supporting documentation.

Responses 11 representations

Overview

As required under Part 5, Section 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012, the Parish Council undertook a pre-
submission consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.

Within this period the Parish Council:

a)

b)

c)

e)

Publicised the draft neighbourhood development plan to all
that live, work, or do business within the Parishes.

Outlined where and when the draft neighbourhood
development plan could be inspected.

Detailed how to make representations, and the date by which
these should be received.

Consulted any statutory consultation body (referred to in
Paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012) whose interests may be affected by
the proposals within the draft neighbourhood development
plan.

Sent a copy of the proposed neighbourhood development plan
to the local planning authority.

Who was consulted

The Parish Council publicised the draft neighbourhood plan to all of
those that live, work, or do business within the Parishes and
provided a variety of mechanisms to both view the plan and to
make representations.

12




6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

A flier publicising the consultation was delivered to all premises in
the village. The consultation was posted on Facebook. The draft
plan and all supporting documents were made available on the
parish council website.

The Parish Council also formally consulted the bodies identified
within Paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012. Appendix 1 sets out the bodies and
organisations that were invited to make representations.

Representations from 11 individuals or organisations were received
within the consultation period. A list and summary of these
representations is attached in Appendix 2 and 3.

How were people consulted

A flier publicising the Pre-Submission Draft of the Plan was
delivered to all premises in the Parish. It provided a background to
the Neighbourhood Plan, a summary of the Neighbourhood Plan's
policies and how to make representations.

Statutory consultation bodies and other key stakeholders were
contacted individually and invited to make representations on the
draft Neighbourhood Plan.

Representations on the draft Plan were invited using a standard
representation form, available on the website. Responses could
also be provided using emails or made in writing.

Issues, Priorities and Concerns Raised

The representations received have been reviewed and the detailed
summary of representations (Appendix 3) provides an explanation
of why changes have or have not been made to the Neighbourhood
Plan.

This consultation gave rise to changes to the Draft Neighbourhood
Planin relation to several issues. However, these changes have
been minor, relating to clarification, consistency and additional
information, and have not required major amendments to Plan
policies or proposals.

How the Issues, Priorities and Concerns have been
considered

All comments received were considered and used to develop and
improve the Neighbourhood Plan and the changes made have
been incorporated into the Submission Version of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

13



7.2

7.3

Conclusion

The publicity, engagement and consultation undertaken to support
the preparation of the Grafton Underwood Neighbourhood Plan has
been open and transparent, with opportunities provided for those
that live, work and do business within the Neighbourhood Area to
contribute to the process, make comment, and to raise issues,
priorities and concerns.

All statutory requirements have been met and additional
consultation, engagement, and research has been completed.

This Consultation Statement has been produced to document the
consultation and engagement process undertaken, considered to
comply with Part 5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012

14



Appendix 1: Pre-submission Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Plan - Consultees

Action Deafness

Age UK Northamptonshire

Ancient Monuments Society

Anglian Water

Canal and River Trust

Coal Authority

Councillor Lloyd Bunday

Councillor Elliot Prentice

Councillor Mark Rowley

Country Land and Business Association

CPRE (Northamptonshire)

Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities
East Midlands Chamber

Environment Agency

Federation of Muslim Organisations Leicestershire (FMO)
Federation of Small Businesses

Health and Safety Executive

Highways England

Historic England

Historic England

Historic England

Homes England

Midlands Rural Housing

Mobile Operators Association

National Farmers Union (East Midlands Region)
National Gas Transmission

National Grid Electricity Transmission

National Highways (Midlands)

Natural England

Nene CCG

Nene Valley Archaeological Trust

Nene Valley Community Action

Network Rail (Property)

NHS Northamptonshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
North Northamptonshire County Council
Northamptonshire ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England)
Northamptonshire Archaeological Society
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre
Northamptonshire Black Communities Together
Northamptonshire Police

Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner
Northamptonshire Police, Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service

15



Northamptonshire Traveller Unit (NTU)
Sport England

Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire
Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
Brigstock Parish Council

Lowick & Slipton Parish Council
Cranford Parish Council

Kettering Town Parish Council
Warkton Parish Council

Rosie Wrighting MP

Boughton Estate

Grafton Underwood Airfield

16



Appendix 2: Pre-Submission Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Plan - Representors
North Northamptonshire Council

Canal Trust

Health and Safety Executive

National Highways

Environment Agency

Sport England

Historic England

Natural England

Anglian Water

National Grid

National Gas

17



Appendix 3: Pre-submission Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Plan — Summary of Consultation
Responses
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Representaor
MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

Flease accept my sincers
apologies for the delay in rephing
to your Requlation 14
consultation. The notification
that the consultation was taking
place was unfortunately
misplaced from the central
enquiry inbox for the Planning
Folicy Team. This meant | was
unaware of the event until |
happened upon the details on
the Parish Council's website
around the time the consultation
was due to close. | do hope my
delay in responding hasn't
caused any significant
inconvenience and hopefully, you
will find the following comments
hialpful.

MNoted

Mo change

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

This letter comprises of the
Council's informal response and
should be treated as advice, At
this stage the comments are
intended to be constructive in
nature; they are focused on the
plan and its contents and do not
necessarily seek to review the
process undertaken to produce

Noted

Mo change

19




Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
the plan up to this point or the
detail of the evidence base.
North Owerall, | can see that the Noted No Change
Northamptonshire preparation of the neighbourhood
Council plan has had regard to the
MNational Planning Policy
Framework (NFFF) and the North
Northamptonshire developrment
plan.
MNorth However, some of the policies do | The Neighbourhood See specific
Northamptonshire repeat matters already covered Flan takes account of comments made
Council by these policy documents and / | the area’s [ocal under Policies
or other policy, guidance or features, for example, G2, G133 and
legislative docurments, for Local Green Spaces, GU19.
example Policy GU12 (Housing heritage, Grafton
Mix), GU13 (Rural Housing), Underwood Airfisdd.

Folicy GU19 (Parking), it is
difficult to see what these policies
bring to the neighbourhood plan
ahove those policies which
already exist. Examiners usually
pick up on repatition and
recommend a modification, or
more often, the delation of the
policy, as the plan should not
repeat extant policy. The
examples presented above are

The Plan's content and
policies reflect those
features and issuas
which are considered
important to the local
character and
distinctiveness of the
parish. It provicdes a
local dimension of the
relevant Local Plan
policies. Further

20




Representor

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

not exhaustive 50 a careful read
through is recommended and
where a proposed policy does
not add amything locally, if it
cannot be amended to provide a
local context it should be
removed. Further to this,
ensuring that your
neighbourhood plan policies
provide local context is
particularly relevant at this time
given the current proposals to
introduce national development

managerment policies.

Comment
comments are made
under the sections

relating to Policy GU12,

GU13 and GU1S.

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

There are ways of recognising
things speacial to your parish to
ensure due regard is given to
such features and assets in the
decision making process without
repeating extant policy. Drawing
attention to such 'capital’
through a plan narrative and
maps can help decision makers
understand what is important to
the parish community. ldentifying
these in the context of national
and North Northamptonshire
palicy is directive and halpful. A

The Plan's content and
policies reflect those
features and issues
which are considered
important to the local
character and
distinctiveness of the
parish. It provides a
context and local
dimension of the
relevant Local Plan
policias.

No change.

21




Representor

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

good example of how this can be
achieved is set out in the
Heritage section of the Kettering
Site Specific Part Two Local
Flan. | would suggest this is a

good approach to apply to Policy
GUB [Ecology & Biodiversity).

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

The Council is currently preparing
the new Morth Northamptonshire
Local Flan to replace the existing
Morth Northamptonshire Joint
Core Strategy and elements of
the various part 2 Local Plans.
Your plan preparation is in
achvance of this and as such, you
will be submitting your plan in
aclvance of the adoption of the
Northamptonshire plan. Be
mindful that one of the basic
conditions your neighbourhood
plan will be tested against at
axamination is having regard to
national policy. The recent
change in government has
brought with it a review of the
MNational Planning Policy
Framework. It is important that
yvou keep the situation under

The plan period covers
the period 2022-2041
to align with the
emerging Morth
Northamptonshire

Local Plan. There is no
requiremeant to review
or update a
neighbourhood plan.
However, policies in a
neighbourhood plan
may becorme out of
date, for example if they
conflict with policies in
a local plan covering
the neighbourhood area
that is adopted after the
making of the
neighbourhood plan. In
such cases, the more
racent plan policy takes

A Basic Conditions
Staterment to be
prepared to fulfil
the requirements of
the Neighbourhood
Flanning (General)
Regulations 2012.

A reniew of the
Neighbourhood
Flan to be
undertaken in light
of the NPPF
update in
December 2024,

22




Representor

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

review as this could have an
impact on current approaches in
yvour plan, for example, levels of
anticipated growth up to the
period 2041, There are likely to
be changes to the national policy
over the coming months which
will also impact the preparation of
the North Morthamptonshire
Local Plan. Any significant
change to the spatial strategy in
the North Northamptonshire Plan
could necessitate a future review
of the Grafton Underwood
MNeighbourhood Flan.

Comiment

precedence. In
addition, where a policy
has been in force for a
period of time, other
material considerations
may be given greater
weight in planning
decisions as the
evidence base for the
plan policy becomeas
less robust.
Communities in areas
where policies in a
neighbourhood plan
that is in force have
become out of date
may decide to update
their plan, or part of it.
Consultation on
proposed reforms to
the National Planning
Folicy Framework and
other changes to the
planning system
commenced on 30 July
2024 (after consultation
on the Grafton
Underwood

23




| Represenfor  Page | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation | Comment | Recommendstion ||

MNeighbourhood Plan
Pre-Submission Draft
had commencead) and
closed on 24
September 2024. The
proposed reforms to
the Mational Flanning
Folicy Framework will
be kept under review
and regard will be had
to these changes
should they be
published prior to the
submission of the
Neighbourhood Plan in
order to satisfy the
Basic Conditions.

Moarth
Morthamptonshire
Council

MNeighbourhood plans, as with
local plans, should visually
ilustrate how policies in the
proposed plan will take effact.
Good mapping can help readers
to make quick sensea of
proposals in a plan and improve
the overall look and feed of the
document. The range of

supplementary maps in the
Grafton Underwood

MNoted.

Mo change.

24




Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
MNeighbourhood Plan are a useful
addition and help the reader
identify with the intended policy
approaches. It is also rewarding
to see that these do include a
key, a north point, a copyright
and scale.
North Under the Public Sector Bodies | Noted. All Neighbourhood
Northamptonshire (Websites and Mobile Flan documents to
Council Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility be submitted to
Regulations (2018), public sector MNarth
wiehsites published on or after 23 Northamptonshire
Septernber 2018 must meat Council will be

acoessibility standards. All
documents you submit to us
must therefore be accessible to
enable us to publish them on our
website, including for
consultation purposes, this is an
essential requirement. Your
current pre-submission plan
doesn't appear to mest these
standards. Further information in
respect of the docurment
accessibility guidelines can be
obtained from
steven.miler@northnorthants.gov
UK

checked to make
sure they comply
with the Website
Accassibility
Directive (2018).

25




Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
The matters below provide a
summary of some of the issues
which need to be addressed:
All titles and headings need to be
properly set up as part of the
structure of the document.
* |mages and other non-text
content (including charts and
tables) should have descriptive
alternative text (alt text) added to
them so they can be read by a
screen reader.
North Thank you for submitting the Noted. The Comments
Northamptonshire draft habitat and strategic Erndronment Agency, raceved from the
Council environmental assessment MNatural England and statutory
screening reports which | will be | Historic England have consultations
reviewing shortly. also been consulted on | bodies have been
the draft habitat and used to inform the
strategic environmental | final version of the
SCreening reports. HRA and SEA
Screening Reports.
North | look forward to receiving the Noted. No change
Northamptonshire revised version of tha plan
Council. together with all of the required

supparting docurmentation in due
course. [t would be helpful if yvou

26




Representor Paga Pamagraph | Policy | Representadion Comment Recommendation
continue to laise closely with us
over the anticipated timing of
submission so that we can
endeavour to resource the plan

appropriately.
North Finally, | would like to add that | Noted. No change.
Northamptonshire truly appraciate the amount of
Council work that has gone into

producing your Plan. There are
some really helpful, locally
specific policies that have been
drafted, together with a very
good context to the vilage.
Bverybody invalved in the
development and preparation of
the Plan should feel very proud.
Congratulations, this is a
significant milestone.

Canal and River Thank you for consulting the Noted. Mo change
Trust Canal & River Trust on the draft
Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Flan. | can
acvise that the Trust does not
own or operate any waterways
within the Plan area, and we
therefore have no comment to
make on the draft Plan.

27



Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
Environment We aim to reduce flood risk, There are several No change.
Agency while protecting and enhancing ‘made” neighbourhood

the water ernaronment. Our plans Marth

comments on this matter are Northamptonshire.

therafore made solaly from these | Some signpost the

paints of view. Environment policies in the contents

Agency position. As a general page whereas others

camment, it is considerad that do not. The contents

the contents page should page and layout of the

specifically refer to Policies GU1 | Neighbourhood Plan is

to 19 make it clearer which of the | logically structured and

iterms listed have Planning laid out. The Parish

Folicies associated with them Council are of the

and on what page they are opinion that signposting

located to help people identify policies in a table of

and find them quicker. contents is not relevant

to the Basic Conditions.

Environment From the Neighbourhood Plan, Noted Mo change
Agency we have noted that there are no

housing alocations to be made,
and that any development will be
infill sites. We note that you
recognise that flood risk is an
important consideration in
guiding the location of new
development in the Parish. We
also see that you refer to Alledge
Braok running through the centra
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of the village of Grafton
Underwood and posing a
potential risk to developrment.
You also recognise that parts of
the village are located within
Flood Zones 2 and 3, with Flood
Zone 3 areas being those areas
rmore likely to flood.

Ervironment

Agency

MNational Planning Policy
Framework (NFPF) Paragraph
180 states that the planning
systermn should contribute to and
enhance the natural and local
ervironment by preventing both
new and axisting development
fram contributing to or baing put
at unacceptable risk from, or
being adversely affected by
unacceptable levels of water
pollution. Government policy also
states that planning policies and
decisions should also ensure that
adequate site investigation
information, prepared by a
competent person, is presented
(MPPF, Paragraph 189).
Although covered in the North
Narthants Jaint Core Strateqy,

References to aquifers
can be made in the
MNeighbourhood Plan
profile (Section 2).
There are no proposals
for development that
are likely to create a
pollution risk.

Faragraph 2.1 be
modified by adding
a new sentence as
follows; The
Grafton
Underwood
Neighbourhood
Flan Area rmainly
lies over geologqy
classified as
secondary B
{undifferentiated)
aquifer, which ligs
over Bilsworth
Limestone that is
classified as a
principal aquifer.
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the following could be added in a
new section of the
Neighbourhood Plan to add
some local detail: The Grafton
Underwood area mainly ligs over
geology classified a as secondary
B (undifferentiated) aquifer, which
ies over Blisworth Limestonea that
is classified as a principal aquifer.
Frincipal aquifers can support
groundwater abstractions and
baseflow to streams and rivers.
The use (or potential use) of
groundwater in the area makas
parts of the area winerable to
pollution from certain types of
development.

Best practice to ensure
groundwater is protected from
pallution and as a resource is
contained within quidance
document ‘The Emdronment
Agency's approach to
groundwater protection’ available
at Groundwater protection
position statements - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk). This publication
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sets out our position for a wide
range of activities and
developments, including:
= Waste management
= Discharge of liquid effluents
= Land contamination
= Ground source heat pumps
= Cemetery developments
* Drainage

Land affected by contamination
may pose risk to human health,
groundwater, surface waters and
the wider environment. We
recommend that developers
should;

* Follow the risk management
framework provided in Land
Contamination: Risk
Management, when dealing with
land affected by contamination.

* Refer to our Guiding principles
for land contamination for the
type of information that we
require in order to assess risks to
controlled waters from the site -
the local authority can advise on
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risk to other receptors, such as
human health

* Consider using the National
Quality Mark Scheme for Land
Contamination

Management which involves the
use of competent persons to
ensure that land contamination
risks are appropriately managed
* Hefer to the contaminated land
pages on gov.uk for more
information

Ervironment

Agency

It is noted that the Plan does not
refer to how foul drainage will be
dealt with and there is no
mention of the Water Framework
Directive (WFD). For any
developments that take place
under the Neighbourhood Flan, a
drainage plan should be drafted
with input from Anglian Water, as
appropriate. It is considered that
the Plan should refer to this. Any
future developments should look
at including measures for
improving and enhancing the
water environment and follow the

Reference to drainage
plans can be made in
Section 12 (Flooding) of
the Neighbourhood
Flan. Anglian Water
have been consulted on
the Neighbourhood
Flan. Neighbourhood
Flans a& not obliged to
contain policies
addressing all type of
development, and plan
policies cannot apply to
existing developrment in
terms of retrofitting
water efficiency

Faragraph 12.7 be
modified by adding
a new sentence as
follows; Any new
developrment
proposed will
require the
production of a
drainage plan in
consultation with
Anglian Water.
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sewerage hierarchy guidance for | measures.

foul drainage, found here: Motwithstanding, The
Drainage and waste disposal: Grafton Underwood
Approved Docurment H - Neighbourhood Plan
GOV.UK (waanw .gov.uk) Design Guide refers to

sustainable building
You may also want to refer to the | and water efficiency.
Emvironment Agency's
Catchment Data Explorer to see
the current status of any WFD
water bodies in the area. Found
here: England | Catchment Data
Explorer. The Alledge Brook is
part of tha Middle Mene river
system.

Finally, it is considered that the
Flan should encourage water
efficiency measuras in new
developments and retrofitting
them to existing properties in
order to help alleviate any
prassure on the foul drainage

system.
Environment Whilst we are not requesting any | Noted Mo change
Agency of the following is included in the

Flan, we would like to offer the
following informative comments
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for those carrying out
developments in the
MNeighbourhood Plan area and
other interested parties regarding
moverment of waste off site, the
use of waste on-site and
resource efficiency and the
circular sconomy:

Moverment of waste off-site -
Duty of Care & Carriers, Brokers
and Dealers Requlations

The Environmental Protection
(Duty of Care) Regulations 1991
for dealing with waste materials
are applicable to any off-site
movernents of wastes.

The code of practice applies to
anyone who produces, carries,
kesps, disposes of, treats,
imports or has control of waste in
England or Wales.

The law requires anyoneg dealing
with waste to keep it safe and
make sure it is dealt with
responsibly and only given to
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businesses authorised to take it
The code of practice can be
found
here:https// www.gov.uk/govern
ment/publications/waste-duty-of-
care-code-of-practice
If anyone neads to register as a
carner of waste, please follow the
instructions here;

Use of waste on-site -
authorisation or permit required.
If materials that are potentially
waste are to be used on sites in
the Neighbourhood Plan area,
any developer will need to ensure
they can comply with the
exclusion from the Waste
Framework Directive (WFD)
(article 2(1) (c)) for the use of,
‘uncontaminated soil and other
naturally occurring material
excavated in the course of
construction activities, etc...' in
order for the material not to be
considered as waste. Meating
these criteria will mean waste
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permitting requiremeants do not
Ay

Where the developer cannot
meet the criteria, they will be
required to obtain the
appropriate waste permit or
exemption from us. A deposit of
waste to land will either be a
disposal or a recovery actiity.
The legal test for recovery is set
out in Article 3(15) of WFD as:

* any operation the principal
result of which is waste sening a
useful purpose by replacing other
materials which would otherwise
have been used to fulfil a
particular function, or waste
being prepared to fulfil that
function, in the plant or in the
wider economy.

= We have produced guidance
on the recovery test which can
be viewed at
https:www.gov.uk/government/
publications/deposit-for-

recovery-operators
environmental-permits/waste-
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recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-
recovery permits#how-to-apply-
for-an-environmental-permit-to-
permanently-deposit waste-on-
land-as-a-recovery-activity.

You can find more information on
the Waste Framework Directive
here:
hitps:/feww.gov.uk/government/
publications/emironmental-
permitting-guidance-the waste-
framework-directive

Guidance on when a material is
waste, is a by-product or meets
‘end of waste' status can be
found here:
hitpsyfwww.gov.uk/guidance’ch
eck-if-your-material-is-waste

You can also get an opinion from
the definition of waste senvice
hitps:Aeww.gov.uk/government/
publications/get-an-opinion-
from-the-definition-of waste-
Senvice

More information on the use of
waste in exempt activities can be
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found here:
https:/fwww.gov.uk/government/
collections/waste-exemptions-
using-waste
Mon-waste activities are not
requlated by us (i.e. acthities
carried out under the CL:ARE
Code of Practice), however you
will need to decide if materials
meet End of Waste or By-
products criteria (as defined by
tha Waste Framework Directiva).'
Environment The circular economy is a Noted No change
Agency concept designed to keep
materials in use as long as
passible, thus promoting
resource efficient practice and
deriving economic benefits.
Adherence to the waste hierarchy
and adoption of best practice in
relation to site waste
management planning will help
you deliver against circular
economy objectives.

Observance of the waste
hierarchy objectives and
principles of the circular economy
will depend upon the selection of
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the most sustainable option at
every phase of a development
project, from reduction through
design and architecture, to the
selection of the most efficient

recovery process for the
treatment and use of waste.

Sport England

Government planning policy,
within the Mational Planning
Folicy Framework (NFPPF),
identifies how the planning
systemn can play an important
role in facilitating social
interaction and creating healthy,
inclusive communities.
Encouraging communities to
become more physically active
through walking, cycling, informal
recreation and formal sport plays
an important part in this procass.
Providing enough sports facilities
of the right quality and type in the
right placas is vital to achieving
this aim. This means that positive
planning for sport, protection
fram the unnecessary loss of
sports facilities, along with an
integrated approach to providing

MNational policy makes
provision for local
communities to identify
green areas of
importance to thosa
communities, where
development will not be
permitted except in
very speacial
circumstances. Some
of the Local Green
Spaces provide
opportunity for social
interaction and the
creation of healthy and
inclusive communities.

No change
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new housing and employment
land with community facilities is

important.

Therefore, it is essential that the
neighbourhood plan reflects and
complies with national planning
policy for sport as set out in the
NPPF with particular reference to
Fars 102 and 103. It is also
important to be aware of Sport
England's statutory consultes
role in protecting playing fields
and the presumption against the
loss of playing field land. Sport
England’s playing fields policy is
set out in our Playing Fislds
Folicy and Guidance docurment.
hitps:feww.sportengland.orgho
w-we-can-helpfacilities-and-
planning/planning-for-
sport#playing_fislds_policy

Sport England provides quidance
on developing planning policy for
sport and further information can
be found via the link below. Vital
to the development and
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implementation of planning policy
i5 the evidence base on which it
i5 founded.
hitps:AAwww.sportengland.orgho
w-we-can-helpfacilities-and-
planning/planning-for-
sport#planning_applications

Sport England Sport England works with local The Morth Policy GU2: Public
authorities to ensure their Local Northamptonshire Rights of Way
Flan is underpinned by robust Gresnway is a network to be
and up to date evidence. In line proposed strategic rural | amended to read;-
with Para 103 of the NPPF, this | network of safe, largely
takes the form of assessments of | traffic-free routes *Developrment
need and strategies for indoor suitable for walking, should protect
and outdoor sports facilities. A whesling, cycling and Public Rights of
neighbourhood planning body horse riding, Way and wherever
should look to see if the relevant | connecting settlements, | possible create

local authority has prepared a
playing pitch strategy or other
indoorfoutdoor sports facility
strateqgy. If it has then this could
provide useful evidence for the
neighbourhood plan and save the
neighbourhood planning body
time and resources gathering
their own evidence. It is
important that a neighbourhood

employment, leisure
and tourism
destinations across
MNorth
Northamptonshire and
bevond. Suggest
amendments to Folicy
GUZ to detall support
for the creation of an
off-road cyclefootpath

new links to the
network including
footpaths and
cycleways, and
new permissive
routes. The
creation of an off-
road
cycledfootpath link
between Grafton
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plan reflects the
recommendations and actions
set out in any such strategies,
including those which may
specifically relate to the
neighbourhood area, and that
any local investment
opportunities, such as the
Community Infrastructure Lewvy,
are utilised to support their

delivery.

Where such evidence does not
already exist then relevant
planning policies in a
neighbourhood plan should be
based on a proportionate
assessment of the need for
sporting provision in its area.
Developed in consultation with
the local sporting and wider
community any assassrment
should ba used to provide key
recommendations and
deliverable actions. These should
set out what provision is required
to ensure the current and future
neseds of the community for sport

Comiment

link between Grafton
Underwood and
Geddington and
opportunities to
improve connectivity
with Thrapston, as part
of a new high level
route crossing betwesn

Cortyy and Thrapston.

Recommendaticon
Underwood and
Geddington, along
with opportunities
to improve
connectivity with
Thrapstone, are
supported as part
of a new high-level
crossing bewltean
Corty and
Thrapston.”™
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can be met and, in turm, be able
to support the development and
implementation of planning
policies. Sport England's
guidance on assessing nesads
may help with such work.

httpfAwwew . sportengland.org/pla
nningtoolsandguidance

If new or improved sports
facilities are proposed Sport
England recommend you ensure
they are fit for purpose and
designed in accordance with our
design guidance notes.

hitpufaew . sportengland.org/fac
lities-planningtools-
guidance/design-and-cost-

guidance/

Sport England Any new housing developments | New developrment will No change.
will generate additional demand have somea impact on
for sport. If existing sports the existing, and the

facilities do not have the capacity | need for new

to absorb the additional demand, | infrastructure, senices
then planning policies should and amenities. There
ook to ensure that new sports will be instances when
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facilities, or improvements to
existing sports facilities, are
secured and delvered. Proposed
actions to meet the demand
should accord with any approved
local plan or neighbourhood plan
policy for social infrastructure,
along with priorities resulting from
any assessment of neead, or set
out in any playing pitch or other
indoor andfor outdoor sports
facility strateqy that the local
authority has in place.

In line with the Government's
MPPF (including Section 8) and
its Planning Practice Guidance
(Health and wellbaing section),
links below, consideration should
also be given to how any new
development, espacially for new
hiousing, will provide
opportunities for people to lead
healthy ifestyles and create
healthy communities. Sport
England's Active Design
guidance can be used to help
with this when developing

Comiment

new development will
be supported by the
provision of new or
improved infrastructure,
and developers will be
expected to contribute
towards the costs of
providing this additional
infrastructure.

However, as the
Neighbourhood Plan
only plans for srmall-
scale development, it
does not set out
policies for sesking
planning obligations
towards infrastructure
provision.
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planning policies and developing
or assessing indnvidual proposals.

Active Design, which includes a
modal planning policy, provides
ten principles to help ensure the
design and layout of
development encourages and
promotes participation in sport
and physical actiity. The
guidance, and its accompanying
checklist, could also be used at
the evidence gathering stage of
developing a neighbourhood plan
to help undertake an assessment
of haw the design and layout of
the area currently enables paople
to lead active lifestyles and what

could be improved.

NPPF Section 8:
hitpsyfwww.gov.ukiguidance/na
tional-planning-policy-
framework/8-promoting-healthy-
communities

PPG Health and wellbeing
section:
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https:Asww.gov.uk/guidancehe
alth-and-wellbeing

Sport England's Active Design
Guidances:

hitpsfaww sportengland.orgfac
tivedesign

Health & Safety
Executive

SE is not a statutory consultes
for local and neighbourhood
plans. If thereis a nuclear
installation within or nearby your
local plan area, we recommend
you contact the Office of Nuclear
Requlation.

HSE has provided Local Planning
Authorities (LPAs) with access to
its LUP Web App
hitps:/pa.hsl.gov.uk’ and
downloadable GIS consultation
7ones. These tools alongside
HSE's published methodology
(hitpsAeeane hsegoviuklanduse
planning/meathodalogy.htm) can
assist you in ensuring that land
dllocations do not conflict with
major hazard sites and pipelines,
licenced explosives sites and
nuclear installations.

The Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) is a
statutory consultee on
certain developments in
the vicinity of major
hazard sites and major
accident hazard
pipelines. There are no
majer hazard sites and
major accident hazard
pipelines in Grafton
Underwood
MNeighbourhood Area.

No change.

46




Representor Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
Your attention is drawn to the
planning policy quidance
provided by your central planning

departments in England,
Scotland and Wales.

For England:
hitpsyfwww.gov.uk/guidanceha
rardous-substances in particular
paragraphs 65 to 69 which
explain an LPAs responsibilitiss
when taking public safety into
account in planning decisions
and formulating local plans.
Anglian Water Thank you for inviting comments | Noted Mo change
on the Grafton Underwood
MNeighbourhood Plan Pre-
subrmission (Reg 14)
consultation. Anglian Water is the
statutory water and sewerage
undertaker for the
neighbourhood plan area and is
identified as a consultation body
under the Neighbourhood
Flanning (General) Regulations
2012, Anglian Water wants to
proactively engage with the
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neighbourhood plan procass to
ensure the plan delivers
sustainable development for
residents and visitors to the area,
and in daing so protect the
environment and water
resources.

Owverall, Anglian Water is the
water supply and water recycling
provider for over 6 million
customers. Our operational area
spans between the Humber and
Thames estuaries and includes
around a fifth of the English
coastline. The region is the driest
in the UK and the lowest ying,
with a quarter of our area below
sea level. This makes it
particularly wulnerable to the
impacts of cimate change
including heightened risks of both
drought and flooding, including
inundation by the sea.
Additionally, parts of the area
have the highast rate of housing
growth in England.
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Anglian Water has amended its
Articles of Association to legally
enshrine public interast within the
constitutional make up of our
business - this is our pledge to
deliver wider benefits to society,
beyond the provision of clean,
fresh drinking water and effective
treatment of used water. Qur
Furposea is to bring environmental
and social prosperity to the
region we serve through our
commitment to Love Bvery Drop.

Anglian Water wants to
proactively engage with the
neighbourhood plan procass to
ensure the plan delivers benefits
for residents and visitors to the
area, and in doing so protect the
ervironment and water
resources. Anglian Water has
produced a specific guidance
note on the preparation of NPs
found using this link under our
Strategic Growth and
Infrastructure webpage -
Strategic Growth and
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Infrastructure
(anglianwater.co.uk). The
guidance also has sign posting/
links to obtaining information on
relevant assets and infrastructure
in map form, where relevant.

The comments provided are
made, ensuring the making of the
plan contributes to sustainable
development and has regard to
assets owned and managed by
Anglian Water. It is noted that no
dlocations are made regarding
new housing sites (paras. 9.1 -
9.5), Overall, we are supportive
of the policy ambitions within the
neighbourhood plan, subject to
the proposed amendments.

MNational Grid Mational Grid Blectricity Noted Mo change
Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) owns
Transmission and maintains the electricity

transmission system in Bngland
and Wales. The energy is then
distributed to the electricity
distribution network operators,
s0 it can reach homes and
businesses.
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Mational Grid no longer owns or
operates the high-pressure gas
transmission system across the
LK. This is the responsibility of
MNational Gas Transmission,
which is a separate entity and
must be consulted
independantly.

MNational Grid Ventures (NGVY)
develop, operate and invest in
enerqgy projects, technologies,
and partnerships to halp
accelerate the development of a
clean energy future for
CONSUMErs across the UK,
Europe and the United States.
NGV is separate from National
Grid's core requlated
businesses. Please also consult
with NGV separately from NGET.

An assessment has been carried
out with respect to NGET's
assets which include high voltage
glectricity assets and other
glectricity infrastructure. NGET
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has identified that it has no
record of such assets within the
MNeighbourhood Plan area.

Mational Gas
Transmission

National Gas Transmission owns
and operates the high-pressure
gas transmission system across
the UK. In the UK, gas leaves the
transmission system and enters
the UK's four gas distribution
networks where pressure is
reduced for public use.

An assessment has been carried
out with respect to National Gas
Transmission’s assets which
include high-pressure gas
pipelines and other infrastructure.
MNational Gas Transmission has
identified that it has no record of
such assets within the
Meighbourhood Plan area.

MNoted

No change

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

Delete ‘and December’ in the last
sentence; the December 2023
revision is the current Framework
which replaced the September
2023 revision.

Agread but this will now
nead to reflect the
NPFPF Update
December 2024,

Faragraph 1.9 be
amendead to read
"This revised
Framework
replaces the
pravious National
Planning Policy
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Recommendation
Framework
published in March
2012, revised in
July 2018, updated
in Februarny 2019
and revised in July
2021, updated in
Septernber 2023
and revised in
Decermnber 2023."

MNorth

Northamptonshire
Council

For transparency and clarity, |
wiould recommend the following
change:

North Northamptonshire Councit
is currently preparing a new
North Northamptonshire Local
Flan to replace the existing North
Northarmptonshire Joint Core
Strateqy and elements of the four
Part 2 Local Plans. The proposed
timefable has been delayed for a
number of reasons though the
delay of the Government to
deliver proposed planning
reforms to the plan making
system is a prncipal factor.  The
Council is working hard to
maintain progress and a revised

Agreed

Faragraph 1.12 be
amended to read

*North
Northamptonshire
Council is currently
prepanng a new
MNoarth
Northamptonshire
Local Flan to
replace the
existing North
Northamptonshire
Joint Core
Strateqy and
elermants of the
four Part 2 Local
Plans. The
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L DS will be published in Auturmn proposed
2024, The North timetable has been
Northamptonshire Local Flan wall delayed for a
have an extended plan period to number of reasons
2041; this Neighbourhood Plan though the delay of
period is from 2022 to 2041 the Government to
which will align with the Local deliver proposed
Flan. planning reforms
to the plan making
system is a
principal factor.
The Council is
warking hard to
maintain proqress
and a revised LDS
will be published in
Auturmn 2024.
The North
Northamptonshire
Local Plan will
have an extended
plan period to
2041; this
Neighbourhood
Plan period is from
2022 to 2041
which will align
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with the Local
Fllar,rl L]

Morth
Narthamptonshire
Council

1.16

Correction to, the consultation
ran until Monday 2nd September

Agresad

Amend paragraph
1.16 to state that
the consultation
ran until Monday 2
September 2024,

Amend paragraphs
1.16-1.18to
reflect the stage in
the neighbourhood
plan preparation
process.

Moarth
Northamptonshire
Council

1.19-1.20

For clarification: when the Parish
Council formally submits the plan
proposal to Morth
MNorthamptonshire Council to
initiate the Regulation 16
provisions on publicising a plan
proposal in accordance with the
Neighbourhood Planning General
Regulations 2012 it must include
the plan accompanied by:

a) A map or statement which
identifies the area to which the

MNoted.

A Consultation
Staterment be
prepared to fulfil
the requirements of
the Neighbourhood
Flanning (General)
Regulations 2012,

A Basic Conditions
Staternent be
prepared to fulfil
the requirements
of the
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proposed neighbourhood plan
relates

b) A consultation statement - the
focus of this is on the 6-wesk
Requlation 14 consultation., It
should set out what persons and
bodies were consulted, explain
how they were consulted,
summarise the main issues
raised and describe how these
have been considered and,
where relevant, addressed in the
submission plan. However, the
consultation statement should
also include a summary of
pravious community engagement
and consultation that has been
undertaken during the plan
preparation.

c) The basic conditions
staterment which demonstrates
how the plan meets each of the
basic conditions

Recommendaticon
Neighbourhood
Flanning (General)
Regulations 2012,

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

11

GU1

Frovides good local context, just
one minor change is required for
clarity and accuracy. Please
amend the final sentence to read
‘as listed below and shown on

Noted.

Final sentence of
Folicy GU1 be
amended to read,
“Development
should safequard
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Map 2: Important Views and and, where
Focal Point’. possible, enhance
the following
Important Visws
and Focal Paint as
listed below and
shown on Map 2:
Important Visws
and Focal Point
and the Policies

Map.”

MNorth 13 4.18 There naeds to be better Agread. Add the fallowing
Northamptonshire clarification to this paragraph. after the 1*
Council FPolicy MEHZ of the S5SP2 does sentence of
afford protection to ‘borough paragraph 4.18:-
level Gl cormidors’. However, the
local Gl corridor (Boughton Park “Local green

- Titchmarsh Wood) running infrastructure
through GU is protected by cormdors

Faolicy 19 in the JCS complement the
sub-regional green
infrastructure
network and Palicy
19 of the Joint
Core Strateqy
supports their
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enhancernent,
recognising that
thase local
corridors provide
opportunities to
enhance access
Deatween
seltlernants and
thair surrounding
countryside.”

MNorth 14 Map 3 Many planning issues cross Noted and agreed. Map 3 and Map 5

Northamptonshire adrministrative boundaries and be updated to

Council most matters relating to green show the full

infrastructure, landscape and axtent of the green
nature fall into that camp. The infrastructure

full area of Grafton Park Wood carridor and local
and Old Head Woaod should be wildlife sites.
mapped, these open spaces do

not stop at the boundary of the Update Maps 3
neighbourhood area.  The same and &

goes for the green infrastructure

carridor. The reader needs

context and clarity on each

asset.

MNorth 15 GUZ | Generally speaking, site specific | Agread. Update the Replace tha

Northamptonshire policies would be used to protect | supporting text and heading ‘Fublic

Council individual PRoW wherea Folicy GU2 to provide a | Rights of Way'

allocations might impact on
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

access. Otherwise, GU2 is
repetitive from the perspective
that the Highways Authority has a
statutory duty to manage,
maintain, improve and protect
public rights of way (PRoW). This
is not the role for developrnent
through neighbourhood plan
policy unless there is someathing
locally specific and the request
for planning obligations mesat the
tests set out in para 57 of the
NFPF.

This policy could be more locally
specific by seeking opportunities
to deliver the North
MNorthamptonshire Greenway
priority route 11b which runs
from Corby, through Geddington
and Grafton Underwood to
Thrapston (See Table 9-3: High-
level Route Costings in the North
MNorthamptonshire Greenway
Strategy (2024). Mot only would
this have the advantage of
creating a new Gresnway route
between Geddington and

Comiment
greater local dimension
to this policy.

Recommendation
with ‘Access o the
Countryside’

Delete the 1
sentence of
paragraph 4.19
and replace with
“Grafton
Underwood has a
network of
footpaths and
bridleways both
within the vilage
and outside it, into
the surrounding
countryside (Map
a5

Amend the last
sentence of
paragraph 4.20 to
read, “Further
opportunities for
new Rights of Way
or permissive
paths should be
encouraged and
the accessibility of
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

Grafton Underwood but it would
look to enhance the existing
FRoW network by taking
opportunities to improve
connectivity of the PRoW
network between Grafton
Underwood to Thrapston. [f you
chose to make this modification
yvou will nesd to amend the
narrative accordingly to éxplain
the North Northamptonshire
Greenway which is a very
important framework for active
travel across the area. In this
endeavour perhaps you could
look at how green infrastructure,
the North Northamptonshire
Gresnway and PRoW interact.
Perhaps consider drawing the
section together from the
perspective of active travel which
offers both leisure and
commuting opportunities.

Recommendation
the existing
natwork shoud be
protected and
enhanced.”

After paragraph
4.20 add a new

section with the
heading, “North
Northamptonshire
Greenway” and
insert the following

paragraphs.

4.21. The North
Northamptonshire
Gresnway is a
proposed strategic
rural network of
safe, largely traffic-
freg routes suitable
for walking,
whesling, cycling
and horse riding,
connecting
seltlerments,
employrment,

leisure and tourism
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destinations
across Naorth
Northamptonshire

and beyond. s
key objectives are
to:

o #nable
people to
choose to
walk, wheael,
ricke or cyele
for a range
of trip
pUrpOSEs
including
school,
commufing,
every day
and leisure
tnps.

o Llelver an
accessible,
Inciusivea
active travel
natwork in
line with
CLrrernt
desiqn
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Representor Paga Pamagraph | Policy | Representadion Comment Recommendation
standards in
terms of
coherence,
direciness,
safety,
comfort and
attractivens
58.

o #alp fo
deliver
North
Northarmpto
nshire's
Grean
Infrastructur
& network
including
the isg and
Nene Valley
Corridors,
with a target
of delivering
at least 10%
Biodiversity
Net Gain.

o dmprove the
tourism offer
8Cross
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North
Northampto
nshire, with
connected
market
towns,
nature
reserves
and tourism
sites and
circular
roules.

o dmprove the
vitality of
North
Northampto
nshire's
fowns,
aicling local
businesses
tl‘]."' i
Improving
access for
commuters
and

shoppers.
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o Fronvide
safe routes
to schoals,

o  Frovide
aciditional
sustainable
transport
options for
resicenis
who don't
owWn a car.

4.22. The Draft
North
Northamptonshire
Gresnway
Strategic
Masterplan has
identified a
proposed network
of 356km and
connecting
seftlermants within
North
Northamptonshire
and in
neighbouring
authorities with
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cormbined
population of
600,000. The total
network wathin
Noarth
Northamptonshire
s 275km
COMprsing existing
greenways, roules
proposead in Local
Cycling and
Walking
Infrastructure
Plans (LCWIFs)
and new routes.
Excluding the
LCWIF routes, the
proposed network
within North
Northamptonshire
5 212km long,
dermmonstrating the
scale of Gresnway
network and will
cost aporoxirnately
£38.1m to build.
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4.23. Grafton
Underwood lies on
a proposed new
high-level route
which runs from
Corby, through
Geddington and
Grafton
Ungerwood to
Thrapston (route
11b). The
Masterplan sels
out a draft
developrnent
contribution
formula for the
proposed Morth
Northamptonshire
Gresnway
network.

Folicy GUZ2: Public
Rights of Way
network to be
amended to read;-

“Development
should protect
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Public Rights of
Way and wherever
possible create
new inks o the
network including
footpaths and
cycleways, and
MNew permissive
routes. The
creation of an off-
road
oycledfootpath link
between Grafton
Underwood and
Geddington, along
with opportunities
to improve
connectivity with
Thrapstone, are
supported as part
of a new high-level
crossing betweean
Cporby and
Thrapston.”

Morth 15 4.22 Correction to policy reference, Agreed. Folicy reference
Northamptonshire this should be GU3, not GU4 changed to GU3.
Council
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Recommendation

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

Representaor
MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

16

GU3

The policy position would be
strengthened if the narrative
provided clearer evidence with
respect to Grafton Underwood's
night sky. It should be possible
to do this by providing an
llustration of Grafton Underwood
at night using the CPRE Light
Follution and Dark Skies map
and relating the narrative more
specifically to the vilage and the
impact of larger towns like
Kettering and Thrapston. The
palicy would be more instructive
to decision makers by requiring
development proposals to
demonstrate thay meet or
axcead the Institute of Lighting
Frofessionals guidance (e.q.
Guidance Note 1 for the
raduction of Obtrusive Light
(2021)) or other relevant
standards or guidance.- this feals
a little excessive.

Agreed. The policy
would benefit from

additional information to

identify the issues
experenced locally.

The supporting text can

make reference to
relevant quidance.

Renurmber
paragraph 4.21 as
4.24 and insert
additional
sentence at the
end of paragraph
4.24 to read:

“The figure below
ilustrates the
higher levels of
light peliution in
Kettering and
Thrapston and the
impact beyond
these towns as
light spreads out
irto the
countryside. As
Grafton
Underwood is
some distance
away from these
towns, much lower
levels of light
poliution are
currently found in
its Neighbourhiood
Area.”
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Representor Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
Insert figure
ilustrating "Graat
Britian's Light
Follution and Dark

Skies" for Kettering
and surrounds.

Renurmber 4.22 to
4.25 and amend to
read, " The
cresning
urbanisation of the
countryside
around Kettering
and Thrapston is
threatening the
Parish’ star-
studded skias
overhead which
are as valuable as
the baautiful roling
countryside. Light
pollution can also
adversaly impact
on wildlife as well
&as our health and
well-baing.”
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Add additional
paragraph at 4.26
and amend to
read, “Dark skies
are a valuahile
resource and
Neighbourhood
Plan Policy GU3
will help ensure
that developrnent
doas not harm the
quality of dark
night skigs by
ensuring that any
proposed lighting
5 necassary, and
by reducing light
spill to rminirmise
the overall impact
of light Guidance
Note 1 for the
reduction of
Obtrusive ight
(2021) providles
detailed guidance
on the control of
obtrusive light and
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| Representor | Page | Pamgreph | Policy | Representsfion | Comment | Recommendation | |
for lirmiting sky
glow..”

Amend Policy GU3
to read,
“Development
proposals must
demonstrate that
all oppartunities 1o
reduce light
poliution have
been laken and
must ensure that
the rmeasured and
ohserved sky
quality in the
SUFroUNAiNg area 1s
not negativaly
affected. If the
installation of
lighting is
unavoidable,
necassary and
appropriate for
new developrment,
light spillage and
glare should be
minimised, and

71
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adverse impacts
should be
mitigated by
control measuras
to reduce light
podiution.”

MNorth 16 4.25 Specify the name, date and Agreed Add a footnote to
Northamptonshire author of the Renewable Energy reference the
Council study for reader clarity and to ‘Local Carbon
provide the evidence and Energy

rationale for the stance the policy Opportunities and
is taking. Heat Mapping for
Local Flanning
Areas across the
East Midlands,
July 2011
(FPrepared for the
East Midlands
Councils by Land
Use Consultants,
the Centre for
Sustainable Energy
and SQwW).’

North 18 GU4 | This policy and the supporting The role of the Amend criteria a) to
Northamptonshire text is worthy of further review by | examiner of a read " They are on
Council the parish council for the neighbourhood plan is | previously
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

following considerations. The
criteria element of the policy goes
some way to providing direction
for developers but it is worth
examining whether (a) the wholg
policy is positively prepared and
(b) what is repatition from
guidance already set our at a
national level?

The new Government are much
more supportive of renewables
and local plans (including
neighbourhood plans) and the
policy approach needs to reflect
this. Be mindful that Chapter 9
of the NPPF consultation at para
7 is seeking an amendment that
will “direct decision makers to
give significant weight to the
benefits associated with
renewable and low carbon
energy generation, and
proposals’ contribution to
meeting a net zero future.”

Fara 8 sesks an amendment
placing "a stronger expectation

Comment

defined and the
examiner is not

required to examing the
tests of soundness
provided for in respect
of exarmination of Local
Flan i.e. has the plan be

positively prepared.

The neighbourhood
plan has been prepared
in light of the current
NFPF and also takes
into account local
circumstances.

The application of the
suggested changes
with respect to
agricultural land would
be difficult to apply and
the Parish Council are
not aware of any
available maps that
distinguish between
Grade 3a and 3b
Agricultural Land.

Recommendation
developed larnd
and avoid
woodland and-
agricultural landg”

Amend final line of
policy to read
"Wind turbines or
large-scale solar
farms are nof
supported unless
the cumulative
impact is shown to
be insignificant.
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Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
that authorities proactively However the policy
identify sites for renewable and would benefit from
low carbon development when further clarification in
producing plans, where it is likely | respect of wind
that in alocating a site, it would turbines and large-scale
help secure development.” The | solar farms and
Council are in the process of acknowledgement of
preparing the North the wooded character
MNorthamptonshire Plan and will of the Parish.
need to have due regard to these
provisions in their plan
preparation and decision making
if agreed.

Fara 1 of the NFPF consultation
states that "Onshore wind and
solar are cheap,

efficient and quick to build
technologies that are an

important part of the energy mix".

On the basis of all the above, |
arm concerned that the policy
approach may be

considerad too restrictive.
Certainly, the final sentencea in
GU4 stating that “wind
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Representor Paga Pamagraph | Policy | Representadion Comment Recommendation
turbines or large scale solar
farms are not supported’ could
not be considered as
positively prepared and an
Examiner may ask for that
sentence to be removed. This
could leave the parish wulnerable
to allocations through the local
plan.

A better approach to the
acceptance of small-scale
ground-rmounted solar
photovoltaic farms schemes (or
indeed, to any schemes) might
be a criterion stating ‘with
excaeption to development on
Best and Most Versitile
agricultural land’ (identifying as
such on a map for clarity), as
opposed to acceptance on ‘non-
agricultural land’. This will
provide protection the top three
grades (1 - 3a) of your
agricultural land while being
realistic that an allocation or a
proposal may come in for Grade

75



Representor

Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

3b and below which could be
difficult to defend.

To inform your discussion you
may wish to have reference to
Neighbourhood planning in a
climate emergency: A quide to
policy writing and community
engagement for low-carbon
neighbourhood plans. Have due
regard to Chapter 5, while
bearing in mind that the NPPF
has been updated twice and is
currently under review again
since this helpful quide was
written.

MNorth
Northamptonshire
Council

19

GUS

The policy, as it stands, is
repetition of Paragraphs 152 and
153 of the NPPF. Some
examiners have approved this
type of policy approach, others
have called it into question. The
focus of this policy should be the
identification of the Local Green
Spaces (LGS) on Map 4 and that
they are to be recognised as
being demonstratively special
and of particular local

The policy would

benefit from rewording
to avoid repetition of
national policy and
ensure consistency with
Green Beilt
management policy.

The Parish Council wish
to retain all the
proposed Local Green
Space designations.

Amend Folicy
GUS: Local Green
Spaces to read,
The following areas
identified on Map 4
and the Policies
Map are
designated as
Local Green Space
arnd are
recognised for
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

significance. A good example of
policy wording to this effect can
be seen in the Kettering Site
Specific Part 2 Local Flan (SSP2)
(2021) Policy NEH3 (Historically
and Visually Important Local
Green Space). | would
recommend a review of the
policy approach and a refinement
of the wording to provide clarity
and avoid repetition of the NFPF.
Grafton Underwood Allotments
and the 5t James Church
Cemetery are already afforded
considerable protection from
development under Policy NEH4
(Open Spaces) in the SSP2. Itis
unnecessary to apply another
level of designation over this
policy approach. An examiner
should recognise this and is likely
to ask for them to be removed
from a Local Green Space policy.
As such, | would advise they be
remaved from the policy prior to
that.

Comiment

They are of particular
importance to the local
community and their
designation as Local
Green Space is
justified.

A comprehensive
assessment has been
undertaken of the Local
Green Spaces and
details the reasons and
justification for their
designation. Each
Local Green Space has
been evaluated in
accordance with all 3
criteria details in para
106 of the NFPF. The
two mentioned
background papers
have assisted in the
assessments
undertaken of the Local
Gresn Spaces.

The assessment will be
provided as supporting
avidence for the

Recommendation
thair local
importance.

1 Land south of
Telephone
Exchange

2 Allotment site

3 Land to the rear
of the altotrment
site

4 | and adiacent to
the Oid School
House

55t James's
Churchyard

6 Land acjacent to
the Coach House
7 Alledge Brook

The construction of
new buidings
would be
inappropriate and
should not be
approved except in
very special
circumstances.
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It wiould be worth retaining said subrmission version of Local Green Space

open spaces on Map 4 and the Meighbourhood Assessments to be
reflect these as Local Plan policy | Plan. made available as
on the key. This will help supporting
decision makers identify them as docurnents and
protected open spaces in the made available on
context of the Local Green the Parish Council
Spaces when referring to the wiebaita,
neghbourhood plan.

Appendix 1 provides little more
than a tick box estimate of each
proposed Local Green Space
with no actual quantitative and /
or qualitative process to justify
the selection of these spaces. In
addition, it only related to
criterion b) of NPPF para 106.
To be designated as a Local
Green Space the space must
meet all three criteria in para 106,
a, bandc. Itislikely that an
Examiner would want to see a
more robust approach to how
and why thase sites have been
selected.
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To support a more robust
approach reference could be
made to the two background
papers? prepared for the SSP2
Local Plan which proposed two
Historically and Visually Important
Local Green Spaces in GL.
These will provide you with useful
background information to help
justify your assessment work:

* H\V1 017 named in Policy GUS
as Land adjacent to the Old
School House (Site

4] and Land adjacent to the
Coach House (Site 6) and

* H\Vl 018 named as Alledge
Brook (Site(s) 7)

These sites weren't taken
forward through the SSP2 for the
reasons set out in the Inspector's
Report3. It would be wholly
justifiable to use the
neighbourhood plan as the
vehicle to take the designation
forward. There are different
approaches to setting out the
justification. In the Braybrook
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Neighbourhood Plan for example,
the Parish Council set out a
narrative describing what was
demonstratively special and of
particular local significance where
the. Harrington Parish Council
opted for a quantitative scoring
systern. Both provided a clear
understanding of why sites were
sedected.

Anglian Water 19 GUS | Policy GUS designates a number | Noted. Policy GUS has | Amend Policy
of areas of Local Green Spaces been amendead to GUS: Local Green
(LGS and states that manging specify that Spaces to read,
development will not be development propasal | “The following
supported unless there are very | within the LGS will only | areas identified on
special circumstances which be supported in very Map 4 and the
outweigh harm. It may be helpful | special circumstances. | Policles Map are
to clarify that this is in ling with Supporting text suitably | designated as
the Green Belt policies defined by | acknowledges national | Local Green Space
the NPPF, as set out in policy with respect to and are
paragraphs 104 - 107 of the Local Green Spaces. recoqgrised for
NPPF (current 2023 version). theair local

importance.:

Anglian Water does have assets
forming part of our water and 1 Land south of
water recycling network (.., Telephone
rising mains and sewers) located Exchange

within or in the vicinity of these

2 Allotrnent site
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

designated areas of local green
space. There are several
underground pipes which are
located underground and cross
the LGS areas to access the
various buildings which are set
back from Brigstock Road. We
da not consider that the policy
should prevent any operational
development that may be
needed to manage, maintain or
repair our assets.

Recommendation
3 Land to the rear
of the allotrment
sife

4 | and acjacent to
the Oid School
House

5 5t James's
Churchyard

6 Land adjacent to
the Coach House
7 Alleclge Brook

The construction of

For information, maps of Anglian new buitdings
Water's assets detailing the would be
location of our water and water inappropriate and
racycling infrastructure are should not be
available at: approved except in
www.utilities. digdat.co.uk Very special
circumstances.
There is a minor typo on line 2 -
"Polcies” should be "Policies”. Correct ‘Folicies’
onling 2 to
Although the areas of LGS are ‘Policies’.
shown on Map 4 they do not
appear on the Policies Map on Local Green
p.78 of the document. Spaces to be
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Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
added to the
Folicies Map.

North 20 Map 4 It could be worth considering, in | The purpose of Map 4 | No change.
Northamptonshire light of comments above about is to identify the
Council Grafton Underwood Allotments allocation of the Local

and the St James Church Green Spacas sought

Cermetery, bringing together ong | through the

‘nature’ map that shows all Neighbourhood Plan.

designated open spaces, the

proposed local green spaces, the

local green infrastructure

carridor, the North

Northamptonshire Greesnway

route, PRoW and Alledge Brook.

This would be a user fiendly way

to present nature, gresn

infrastructure and active travel

altogether.
MNorth 21 6.3 -6.4 These paragraphs provide a Agreed. Add sentence at
Northamptonshire good description of Grafton Park the end of
Council Wood and Old Head Wood and paragraph of para

their designation as local wildlife 6.4 toread "Oid

sites and their status as ancient Head Wood along

woodland. Reference should with Grafton Park

also be made to their protection Wood are afforded

under Palicy NEH4 (Open Space)
in the SSPZ2.

protection under
Palicy NEH4 of the
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Kettering Site
Specific Part 2
[ ocal Plan.
North 24 Map & Many planning issues cross Noted and agreed. Map 3 and Map 5
Northamptonshire administrative boundaries and be updated to
Council most matters relating to green show the full
infrastructure, landscape and axtent of the green
nature fall into that camp. The full infrastructure
area of Grafton Park Wood and carridor and local
Old Head Wood should be wildlife sites.
mapped, these open spaces do
not stop at the boundary of the
neighbourhood area.  The same
goes for the green infrastructure
carridor. The reader needs
context and clarity on each
asset.
Anglian Water 25 GUE | Anglian Water supports tha Noted. The Grafton No change.

palicy and prioritising the delivery
of biodiversity net gains within
the neighbourhood planning area
to support habitat recovery and
enhancements within axisting
and new areas of green and blue
infrastructure. We would also
support opportunities to
maxirmise green infrastructure
connectivity including through

Underwood
MNeighbourhood Plan
Design Guide refers to
rainwater harvesting
and green roofs.
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opportunities to minimise surface
water run-off from existing urban
areas through the creation of rain
gardens for example.

Anglian Water has made a
carporate commitrment to deliver
a biodiversity net gain of 10%
against the measured losses of
hahitats on all AW-owned land.

As the neighbourhood plan
progresses, there may also be
benefit in referencing the
emerging Morth
MNorthamptonshire Local Nature
Recovery Strateqgy Local Nature
Recovery Strategy | North
Northamptonshire Council
(northnorthants.gov.uk) which will
identify priority actions for nature
and map specific areas for
improving habitats for nature
FECOVENY.

Historic England 29 The area covered by your The Grafton Mo change
Neighbourhood Plan includes a Underwaod

number of important designated | Conservation Area
heritage assets. In line with Appraisal (2007) has
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national planning policy, it will be
important that the strategy for
this area safequards those
glernents which contribute to the
significance of these assets so
that they can be enjoyed by
future generations of the area. |f
you have not already done so,
we would recommend that you
speak to the planning and
conservation team at your local
planning authaority together with
the staff at the county council
archasological advisory senice
who look after the Historic
Environment Record. They
should ba able to provide details
of the designated heritage assets
in the area together with locally-
important buildings,
archasological remains and
landscapes.

Sorme Historic Ervironment
Records may also be available
on-line via the Heritage Gateway
(www heritagegateway.org.uk
<httpsihanww heritagegateway.or
g.ubkc=). It may also be useful to

Comment

besn used as a source
of information.
Information has also
been provided by the
Waest Mortharmptonshire
Archive and Heritage
Senice.
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involve local voluntary groups
such as the local Civic Society or
local histonc groups in the
production of your
MNeighbourhood Plan.

Historic England 29 Historic England has produced Noted No change
achvice which your community
might find helpful in helping to
identify what it is about your area
which makes it distinctive and
how you might go about ensuring
that the character of the area is
retained. These can be found at:-
<https:/historicengland.org.uk/a
chice/planning/plan-
makingimprove-your
neighbourhood/

You may also find the advice in
"Flanning for the Environment at
the Neighbourhood Level” useful.
This has besen produced by
Historic England, Natural
England, the Ernvironment
Agency and the Forestry
Commission. As well as giving
ideas on how you might improve
your local emvironment, it also
containg some useful further
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

sources of information. This can
be downloaded from:
<httpiwebarchive.nationalarchiv
gs.gov.uk/20140328084622/Mttp
Yedn.emvironmentagency.gov.uk
AT 6524 Tdads1.pdf>

Historic England

29

If you emvisage including new
housing allocations in your plan,
whie refer you to our published
achvice available on our website,
"Housing Allocations in Local
Flans" as this relates equally to
neighbourhood planning. This
can be found at

<httpsyfcontent historicengland.
org.ukfimages-
books/publications/historicenviro
nment-and-site-alocations-in-
local-plans/heag07 4-he-and-site-
dllocation-locaplans.pdi/=

The Grafton
Underwood
MNeighbourhood Plan
does not propose any
housing alocations.

Mo change

Anglian Water

40

Neighbourhiood Plan Design
Guide - Section 3.2.11 -
Sustainable building

Anglian Water is pleased to note
that water efficiency is
referenced. As a region identified
as serioushy water stressed, we

Noted.

Correct figure 36 of
the Design Guide
(p.30) to read
“Highly water-
efficient devicas”,
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encourage plans to includa
measures to improve water
efficiency of new development
through water efficient fixtures
and fittings, including through
rainwater/storm water harvesting
and reuse, and greywater
racycling. Measures to improve
water efficiency standards and
opportunities for water reuse and
recycling also reduces the
volurme of wastewater neaded to
be treated by our water recycling
centres. This will help to reduce
customer bills (including for other
enerqy bills) as well as reduce
carbon emissions in the supply
and recycling of water.

The Defra Integrated Plan for
Water supports the nead to
improve water efficiency and the
Government's Erwvironment
Improverment Flan sets ten
actions in the Roadmap to Water
Efficiency in new developments
including consideration of a new
standard for new homes in
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England of 100 litrés per parson
per day ('p/d) where there is a
clear local need, such as in areas
of serious water stress. Given the
proposad national approach to
water efficiency, Anglian Water
encourages this approach.

Figure 36 of the Design Guide
(p.30) does have an error under
the “Existing Hormes" list. No. 6
*Highly waste efficient- devices”
should be Highly water-efficient
devices”. |s it possible to correct
this or add a note to this effect?

Anglian Water

41

GU10

Para. 7.40, ling 1 - the link to the
Design Guide docurment is not
working.

Para. 7.40. line 8 - The reference
should be GUA0 not GU1 1.

Noted.

A reniewy of all links
will be undertaken
1o ensure they
wiork within the
Submission
Version of the
Neighbourhood
Plan.

Amend paragraph
7.40 to include the
correct reference
to Policy GU10.
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Representor Paga | Paragraph | Policy | Representation Comment Recommendation
MNorth 47 G2 | However, some of the policies do | Policy GU12 has been | No change.
Northamptonshire repeat matters already covered prepared having regard
Council by these policy documents and / | to the housing profile of
or other policy, guidance or the Meighbourhood
legislative docurments, for Area is detailed in the
example Policy GU12 (Housing | supporting test.
Mix). It is difficult to see what
these policies bring to the
neighbourhood plan above those
paolicies which already exist.
MNorth 48 GU13 | However, some of the policies do | It is important for local | No change.
Northamptonshire repeat matters already coverad plans to make
Council by these policy docurments and / | appropriate reference
or other policy, quidance or to neighbourhood plan
legislative documents, for policies and proposals
example Policy GU13 (Rural and similarty for
Housing). It is difficult to see neighbourhood plans to
what these policies bring to the acknowledge local plan
neighbourhood plan above those | policies that they relate
policies which already exist. to. This policy provides
appropriate signposting
of relevant local plan
policy.
MNorth 58 GU19 | However, some of the policies do | The policies of the Folicy GU19:
Northamptonshire repeat matters already covered Neighbourhood Plan Farking amended
Council by these policy documents and / | serve a clear purpose for clarity to the
or ather palicy, quidance or and avoid the following
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legislative documents, for

Unnesassary

example Policy GUN19 (Farking). | duplication of policies “New developrment
It is difficult to see what these that are already in the must be safe and
policies bring to the development plan. should provide
neighbourhood plan above those | Nonetheless, in adequate off-streat
policies which already exist. accordance with street parking
Flanning Practice provision in
Guidance, it is accordance with
important for the
neighbourhood plans to | Northamplonshire
acknowledge local plan | FParking
palicies that they relate | Standards.”
to.
MNational Highways 58 MNational Highways welcomes the | Noted. No change.

opportunity to comment on the
pre-submission draft of the
Grafton Underwood
MNeighbourhood Plan which
covers the period from 2022 to
2041,

We note that the document
provides a vision for the future of
the area and sets out a number
of key objectives and planning
policies which will ba used to
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| Representor | Page | Pamgreph | Policy | Representsfion | Comment | Recommendation | |
help deterrmine planning
applications.

National Highways (formally
Highways England) has been
appainted by the Secretary of
State for Transport as a strategic
highway company under the
provisions of the Infrastructure
Act 2015 and is the highway
authority, traffic authority and
street authority for the Strategic
Road Network (SRM). It is our
role to maintain the safe and
efficient operation of the SRN
whilst acting as a delivery partner
to national economic growth.

In responding to development
plan consultations, we have
regard to ODIT Circular 01,/2022:
The Strategic Road Network and
the Delivery of Sustainable
Development (‘the Circular’). This
sets out how interactions with the
Strategic Road Network should
be considered in the making of
plans and developmeant
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Representor Paga Pamagraph | Policy | Representadion Comment Recommendation
managemeant considerations. In
addition to the Circular, the
response set out below is also in
accordance with the National
Flanning Policy Framework
(NPPF) and other relevant
policies.

In redation to the Grafton
Underwood Neighbourhood
Flan, our principal interest is in
safequarding the operation of the
SREN, the nearest route of which
is the A14 which is located
approximately 3km south of the
plan area. The scope and scale
of proposad development
identified in the current MNorth
Northamptonshire Development
Plan (accounted for within the
Grafton Underwood
Neighbourhood Plan), is modest
and shall not have any significant
impact on the operation of the
SRM.

Considering the imited level of
growth proposed across the
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

Neighbourhood Development
Flan area, as well as that already
delivered within the Local Plan
perod, we do not expect that
there will be any significant
impacts on the operation of the
SRN. We therefore have no
further comments to provide and
trust the above is useful in the
progression of the Grafton
Underwood Neighbourhood
Flan.

Anglian Water

58

Anglian Water recognises the
nesd to manage vehicular
access/ parking arrangements
within the area as set out in
Folicy GU19: Parking. It is
suggested that the
neighbourhood plan - aither
under this one or Policy GLI10:
Design or within the Design
Guide - could specify that
permeable surfaces (pavermeants
and other areas of hard standing
such as vehicle parking areas)
are used in the design of new
developments to reduce surface
water run-off from the

The NF does not have
to cover every topic
but therea is no
objection in principle to
add something on this
I5sUe.

Amend Folicy
GU19: Parking to
reac:

“New developrnent
must be safe and
should provide
adequate off-street
stres! parking
provision in
accordance with
the
Northamptonshire
Parking Standards.
Permeable
surfaces should be
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introduction of hard-standing used in the design
areas. of new car parking
areas o reduce
waler run-off.”
Anglian Water B0 Anglian Water is supportive of Noted Mo change

measures to address surface
water run-off, including the
preference for this to be
managed using Sustainable
Drainage Systems (SuDS) and
requiring permeaable surfaces for
new areas of hardstanding within
developments to align with the
drainage hierarchy. Such
measures help to avoid surface
water run-off from entering our
foul drainage network, and
connections to a surface water
sewer should only be considerad
where all other options are
demonstrated to be
impracticable. Any requirements
for a surface water conneaction to
our surface water sewer network
will require the developer to fund
the cost of modelling and any
upgrades required to accept the
flows from the development.
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Anglian Water encourages the
use of nature-based solutions for
SuDS wherever possible,
including retrofitting SuDS to
existing urban areas to enhance
amenity and biodiversity within
the neighbourhood plan area and

contribute to green and blue
infrastructure.

It is the Government's intention
to implement Schedule Three of
The Flood and Water
Management Act 2010 to make
SuDS mandatory in all new
developments in England in
2024/ 2025, However, we
wielcome this policy to ensure
SuDS measures are incorporated
within new developments, until
the Schedule is formally
implemented and the necassary
measuras are in place.

Environment B1 125 & You could further help your area | Agreed. Insert additional

Agency 12.6 to manage emdronmental risks paragraph after
and improve its resilience to 12.5 to read:
climate change through
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Faga | Pamagraph | Policy | Representation

MNeighbourhood Planning. We
welcome that paragraphs 12.5
and 12.6 of the Plan are
promoting the use of Sustainable
Drainage Systems. You could
help your community to further
manage the risk of flooding by
providing landscaping to manage
and store water. For example,
planting treas in appropriate
locations, having regard to
avoiding increased flood risk to
properties, helps to create green
spaces which can store water
and provide shade for people
and wildlife. It is suggested that
the Neighbourhood Plan should
refer to this.

Recommendaticon
"L andscaping can
also help further
manage the risk of
flooding by
encouraging water
absorplion, slowing
water flow and
creating areas 1o
store water. For
exarmple frees in
appropriate
locations, having
regard to avoiding
increased risk to
properties, helps to
create green
spaces which can
store water as wall
as provide shade
for people and
wilctlife.”

Ervironment

Agency

61

12.7

We note that paragraph 12.7 of
the Neighbourhood Plan says

Whilst not considered
necessary for the

Faragraph 12.2 be
modified by adding

new development should take full | Neighbourhood Plan to | the following:
account of flood risk in specify paragraphs of “Strict tests are set
accordance with national and the NPPF, additional to protect people
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local planning policies. It is wording can be and property from
considerad that you should incorporated to clarify flooding which alf
specifically refer to the the approach to local planning
Faragraphs 165 to 175 (planning | flooding and autharities are
and flood risk) of the Mational development and make | expected o follow.
Flanning Policy Framework and reference to Policy 5 of | Where these tests
Policy & (Water managerment, the Joint Core Strateqy. | are not met,
resources and flood risk national policy is
management) of the North clear that new
Northamptonshire Joint Core developrnent
Strateqgy at this point to help should not be
guide people further on this affowed, These
rmatter. national policies
are well-
established, so
there is no need
for the
Neighbourhood
Plan to duplicate
them."
Faragraph 12.7 to
be renumberad as
12.8 and modified
as follows:
“New development
should take full
account of flood
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risk in accordance
with national the
National Flanning
Policy Framework
and local planning
policies, including
Policy & (Water
Ermdroniment,
Resources and
fiood Risk
Managerment) of
the North
Northamptonshire
Joint Core
Strateqy.”

Morth
Narthamptonshire
Council

8

Folicies
Map

The policies map on pr8 is rather
busy, and difficult to interprat,
particularly with respect to
FPolicies GLU1 and GUS. It might
be better to provide inset maps
to illustrate these two policies?
The Council will add the relevant
neighbourhood plan policies to
the Council’s interactive mapping
that illustrates the development
plan for the area.

Noted. An additional
Folicies Map to be
included for the
Settlerment of Grafton
Underwood to provide
clarity.

FPolicies Map:
Settlement of
Grafton
Underwood, be
inserted after the
Folicies Map on
pg. 78.
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