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Clerk: Mrs Pat Bird 
Rosedale Tel: 07522 582251 
Twywell Email: clerkgupc@gmail.com 
Kettering 

NN14 3AL    https://graftonunderwood-pc.gov.uk   
               

 

Minutes of the meeting of Grafton Underwood Parish Council held at Grafton Underwood Village Hall on 

Monday 2nd December 2024 at 7:00pm  

 

Present: Cllr Rob Corney (chair), Cllr Penny Sneddon (vice-chair), Cllr Alastair Wildgoose, Cllr Sam Rees, 
Pat Bird (clerk), 7 members of the public  

 
24/057  Apologies were received from Cllr Rob Davies, for medical reasons, and these were approved. 

24/058  It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held 10th September 2024 be 
approved as an accurate record of the meeting, with the time of the meeting as 7:00pm not 
7:30pm noted. The minutes were subsequently signed by Cllr Corney, as chair. 

24/059  The following matters arising from the minutes were noted: 
 24/018 The ward member has advised that he has been informed that the Gigaclear trench 
issue, previously reported, has been resolved. 
24/032 10 oak posts have been ordered and are currently being prepared ready for 
installation in the new year. 
24/055 A representative from Northamptonshire Police wasn’t invited to this meeting, but 
will be invited to the next meeting 

24/060  No declarations of interests, in relation to any items on the agenda, were received from the 
members. 

   Public participation 

24/061  The oak posts along the green were discussed. Whilst some residents would rather they were 
not there, it was acknowledged that without the posts, people would park on the green 
creating other issues. The council is looking to only replace the damaged / missing oak posts 
from the church onwards towards Geddington Road.  If parking on the green elsewhere 
becomes an issue, the council will look to replace these damaged / missing oak posts.  

24/062  No report was received from the Unitary ward member(s)  

  Planning Matters 

24/063  The withdrawal of planning application NK/2024/0089 at Grafton Park Farm, Cranford Road, 
Grafton Underwood, NN14 3AA to convert barns into 2 no. dwellings with associated works and 
American style barn with menage, was noted  

24/064  Cllr Wildgoose reported that Planit-X is awaiting comments from North Northamptonshire 
Council on the Technical Screening Statements. Once these have been received and 
considered, these along with any other changes following the consultation will need to be 
approved by the parish council. He added that progress has been slow. Cllr Wildgoose will 

about:blank
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check with Planit-X if there are further anticipated costs associated with the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

    Village Matters 

24/065  It was noted that the speed indicator device is working on the approach to the village in 
Cranford Road. Cllr Rob Davies has been downloading the vehicle speed data which will 
highlight any speeding issues. The plan is then to relocate the speed indicator device to 
Brigstock Road and later to Geddington Road and again use the downloaded data to highlight 
speeding issues. The vehicle speed data will be used to make a case for further speed reduction 
initiatives, if required, such as 20 mph signs along the main road through the village, and 
possibly an additional speed indicator device (or two). Whilst Cllr Rob Davies is leading on this 
project, it was acknowledged that the support of other volunteers would be welcomed and 
appreciated. 

24/066 Cllr Corney, as flood warden, reported that 8 residents attended the Flood meeting on 29th 
November. Some positive actions to help with flood prevention have been done, with the 
digging of a sizeable ditch, and the jetting of some drains. There is still more that can be done 
such as clearing the overflow area at the far end of the brook. Cllr Corney advised that rather 
than have separate flood meetings, further updates will be reported at parish council meetings. 

24/067 Cllr Corney, as chair, advised that he had recently met with some representatives of the 384th 
Bombardment Group and that he was keen to integrate the group into the village alongside the 
village hall, church and parish council to support each other, sharing information and increasing 
the number of volunteers for community events.  

  Finance Matters 

24/068 It was RESOLVED that the local government services pay agreement 2024/2025 be 
implemented with effect from 1st April 2024, increasing the clerk’s pay from £14.95 to £15.58 
per hour. 

24/069 It was RESOLVED that the  

a) Cash Book as at 30th November 2024 showing a balance of £8,503.09, with £35.40 VAT from 

2023/24 and £898.25 VAT from 1/4/24 to 31/10/24 having been reclaimed, be noted 

b) Bank Reconciliation as at 30th November 2024 showing a balance of £8503.09 be noted 

c) Budget Spend as at 30th November of £7,112.24 ex VAT be noted 

d) Anticipated Budget Spend as at 31st March 2025 of £8038.97 be noted    

24/070 It was RESOLVED that the payments set out in the Schedule of Payments (see below) together 
with a Section 137 payment to the Village Hall, for the Flood Meeting on 29th November and for 
the 384th Bombardment Group Introduction evening in January, be approved. 

24/071 The clerk, as the responsible financial officer, presented the Budget Proposal for 2025/2026. 
The clerk advised that parish council elections in Northamptonshire are scheduled for 1st May 
2025, and whilst an amount has been included in the Budget Proposal, any shortfall for election 
costs will need to be taken from any 2024/2025 underspend, Elections reserves, and if 
necessary, General reserves. 
After consideration, it was RESOLVED that the Budget Proposal for 2025/2026 be approved, 
with £4,220  planned expenditure for 2025/2026.  
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24/072 It was RESOLVED that the precept required by the council to deliver its 2025/2026 budget be 
set at £4,220, an increase of 11.05% on its 2024/2025 precept of £3,800  

  Other Matters 

24/073  There were no further updates from the chairman to note. 

24/074  The clerk reported that they had submitted a Community Funding 2024/25 grant application to 
NNC for funding for a community flood store with appropriate equipment to enable the flood 
warden and community volunteers to support those who are less able in the community to 
prevent flooding in their properties 

24/075   It was RESOLVED that the date of the next scheduled meeting be Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 
7pm and that a representative from Northamptonshire Police be invited to attend. 

24/076  The meeting was closed at 8:30pm 

 

 
 



Grafton Underwood Parish Council

Council meeting 2nd December 2024

Schedule of Payments 

Payee
Invoice number 

/ Order number
Description

Total Amount 

(inc VAT)   £
VAT £ Legislation

Geoxphere Ltd
34UE011-0009 Parish Online Mapping Sofrware subscription 

(Neighbourhood Plan)
33.60 5..60 Localism Act 2011, Part 6 Chapter 3

UK Timber I-60952 Timber posts 383.20 63.87  Local Government Act 1894, s. 8

SWARCO 900294578 Post installation kits 90.00 15.00 Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s. 30

Payee Invoice no. Description
Total Amount 

(inc VAT)   £
VAT  £ Legislation

PM Bird  Reimbursement for poppy wreath 27.25 Local Government Act 1972, s137

PM Bird / HMRC Clerk's Salary - December (including backpay) 206.20 Local Government Act 1972, s112

PM Bird / HMRC Clerk's Salary - January 155.80 Local Government Act 1972, s112

Payments already made

Payments to be made


