
Grafton Underwood Housing Allocation Consultation 
Statement (February – March 2023) 

Introduction 

In February – March 2023, a two week consultation was undertaken to explore the 
potential for a housing allocation in the village of Grafton Underwood.  It provided an 
opportunity for local people to have a further say about  new housing in the village. 

Format of the Consultation 

A consultation leaflet (Appendix A) was delivered to all households in the village and the 
consultation was also advertised on the Parish Council website as well as the local 
Facebook page. 

The consultation leaflet identified 8 potential housing sites and basic information on 
each site, (including factors such as heritage, landscape and nature conservation), was 
provided in the form of supporting documents made available on the Parish Council 
website (Appendix B).  A preferred housing site was also identified.   

Feedback was sought on the issues raised and there was opportunity for those 
responding to advise if they supported or objected to the allocation of a housing site in 
Grafton Underwood, if they supported the development of First Homes in the Village 
and which of the potential housing sites they preferred. 

  



 

Consultation Responses 

A total of 32 completed questionnaires were received and the responses are 
summarised below: 

Question 1: Do you support the allocation of a housing site in Grafton 
Underwood? 

Response No of responses Percentage of 
Responses 

Yes, but only if they 
were First Homes 

4 13.3% 

Yes, without any 
requirement for First 
Homes 

5 16.6% 

No 20 66.7% 

1 response (3.3%) answered Yes and No to Question 1, and has therefore not been 
recorded as either support or objection. 

2 of the completed questionnaires did not specifically state if they supported a housing 
allocation or not, and have also not been recorded as either support or objection. 

  



 

Question 2: What is the best housing allocation site? 

Response No of Responses 

Site D 9 

Another Site Option 3 

Another Site Entirely 1 

No Preference 1 

The ‘Other Site Options’ identified included Site A, Site C and Site G 

Alternative Development Sites identified included: 

 Redundant stables and agricultural buildings adjacent to Grafton Park Farm -
new build starter homes could occupy the site of the redundant barn 

 Small Stone Shell of a property – this property needs completion and could 
provide small starter home. 

In addition, a number of those who objected to a housing allocation stated their view 
that none of the sites identified were suitable for development. 

Other Comments 

The questionnaire provided an opportunity for other comments.  These are summarised 
below under a number of general headings:- 

Reasons why new housing development is not supported:- 

 The village envelope provides protection against further development 
 New homes are being provided at Grafton Park Farm Yard 
 Majority of the sites are outside of the village boundary 
 Development over 2 or 3 houses would be disproportionate to the size of the 

village 



 Loss of green spaces 
 Lack of services available in the village resulting in an unsustainable form of 

development.  Focus should instead be on the provision of services for current 
residents 

 Loss of bats and their habitats 
 Adverse impact on the character, nature and heritage of a small village and its 

community feel and tranquillity 
 Adverse impact on the Conservation Area and historic character  
 Need to focus on speed prevention 
 The Local Plan makes provision for new builds elsewhere in the local area. 
 Potential for a housing allocation would open the flood gates for further 

development in the village 
 Areas of the village suffer from flooding 

 

Site Specific Comments 

Housing Site A:-  

Against: Viability issues will affect ability to hold the price cap, outside of the village 
boundary, flooding issues 

For: Less of a direct impact on the character of the village, could accommodate 3-4 
homes 

Housing Site B:- 

Against: Issues of water run-off, risk of flooding, uneven ground, outside of the village 
boundary, highway safety. 

Housing Site C:- 

Against: Impact on Listed Building, outside of the village boundary 

For: Limited detrimental impact, access across existing bridge 

Housing Site D:- 



Against: Impact on Listed Buildings, difficult access, Listed boundary wall, significant 
impact on own home, outside of village boundary, unacceptable quantum of 
development, surface water flooding 

For: Improve the area with no detrimental impact on the village of highway, existing 
buildings on site 

Housing Site E:- 

Against: Access across a Listed Bridge, impact on Listed Buildings, visually important 
site, impact on important views including the church, shared access with other 
properties, designated open space, potential archaeological significance 

Housing Site F:- 

Against: Needed for Churchyard Expansion, visually important site, impact on 
important views including the church, shared access with other properties, designated 
open space, potential archaeological significance 

Housing Site G:- 

Against: Outside of the village boundary, potential archaeological significance, flood 
risk 

For: Potential in light of 2 previous cottages having been demolished (former site of Nos 
2 and 3), no known flooding in 40 years 

Housing Site H: 

Against: Outside of the village boundary, potential archaeological significance, flood 
risk 

Additional Issues:- 

 Consultation appears contrary to the general views highlighted at the May 2022 
Consultation Events.  Seeking evidence of how the consultation document has 
been prepared. 

 If new homes were approved on Site D, Grafton Underwood will have reached 
its capacity for new development. 

 New development should be in character with the village 

 



 

 

  



Appendix A – Housing Consultation Leaflet 

 

  



https://www.graftonunderwoodparishcouncil.com/
mailto:clerkgupc@gmail.com


▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

















 

 

https://www.graftonunderwoodparishcouncil.com/
mailto:clerkgupc@gmail.com
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/first-homes


Appendix B – Site Profiles  
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